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| do not say that any or all of these acts have fur- | would be the truest policy and the highest honor 
nished the Administration with reasonable grounds | of Mexico to specify some terms, at the earliest 
for making war — her. Far from it. or can | moment, on which she would meet the United 
I say that [ am altogether astonished that Mexico | States for the purpose of an amicable arrangement. 
has pursued such a course. No man can wonder ht 
that the Mexican blood should have been roused | Mexico; and if there be anything treasonable in it, 
by the policy which has been manifested by some 
yortions of the American people. She has had || the third article. 
quite too much reason for apprehending that there || But, while these are the views which I entertain 
was a settled purpose in this country of ultimately || sincerely and strongly in relation to the Mexican 
despoiling her of some of her most valuabie do- | side of this question, do I therefore justify the war 
mains. And unless we can discover some ethereal || upon our side? Because Mexico has not acted in 
vapor, like that recently invented for preventing | 
the pain of surgical operations, and which will ren- | and justice, am I therefore for pressing her to the 
der nations, as well as individuals, insensible to || wall with fire and. sword? Because she obstinate- 
their own dismemberment, we could hardly expect i resists all overtures for negotiation, must I 
her to be entirely cool in the contemplation of such | ere sanction the policy of the Administration 
a process. : || in everrunning her territory and seizing her do- 
Still, I hold her to have been wrong. Her pride || minions? No such thing. I utterly condemn the 
has outrun her prudence; her blood has got the || manner in which the war was commenced, and 
better of her judgment; and she has done much to || the spirit in which it seems now about to be prose- 
bring upon herself the worst evils she has appre- | cuted, and I shall never hesitate to say so. 
hended, by a precipitate and passionate atiempt to || As to the origin of the war, I shall say but a few 
prevent them. Sir, I am not one of those who || words, It should never be forgotten, that its pri- 
would be understood to say to Mexico, that, if I |} mary cause was the annexation of Texas—a 
were a Mexican, as I am an American, I would || measure pressed upon the country, by its peculiar 
not lay down my arms while an American soldier || advocates, with the view of strengthening, extend- 
was on the soil of my country. Glad as I should || ing, and perpetuating the institution of domestic 
be to see every American soldier withdrawn from || slavery. 
her soil—sincere as I am in believing that our own || 
Administration could not adopt a wiser or more || Texas. Now that she is a member of our Union, 
honorable course—strong as I am in the hope, that || I would speak of her in the terms which belong to 
if, through mutual suggestions to a third Power, or || the intercourse of sister States. But I cannot fail 


This, Mr. Chairman, would be my speech to | 


‘| | submit myself to all the pains and penalties of | 


many particulars according to my ideas of right | 
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For what end is the vigorous prosecution of this 
war now proposed? For what purpose are we 
now called upon to give the Executive these ten 
new regiments of regular ontes I will do the 
President the justice to take his own answer to 
these questions. I quote wo parsanipee from his 
late annual message, which admit of no misinter- 
pretation: 

* ‘The war has not been waged with a view to conquest} 
but, having been commenced by Mexico, it has been carried 
into the enemy's country, and will be vigorously prosecuted 
there, with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby 
secure ample indemnity for the expenses of the war,as well 
as to our mueh injured citizens, who hold large pecuniary 
demands against Mexico.” — Message, p 2. 

“ Among our just causes of complaint against Mexico, 
arising out of her refusal to treat for peace, as well before 
as since the war so unjustly commenced on her part, are the 


| extraordinary expenditures in which we have been involwed, 


| an honorable peace.” 


Sir, I cherish no feelings of ill will towards | 


in any other way, it could be clearly understood || to speak plainly in regard to the unconstitutional | 
that, in such an event, satisfactory terms of accom- || act of her annexation, and the disastrous conse- | 


modation could be agreed upon, the Administration | quences which have thus far attended it. Who for- 
make the movement—I still cannot counsel Mexico || lone star to our American constellation was herald- 
to insist on such a preliminary. || ed? How much of prosperity and of peace, of pro- 


Justice to our own people will make it proper that Mexico 
=_— be held responsible for these expenditures.” —Ib. Pp. 

The object of the war is thus described to be 
I go heartily for that. 1 
am ready to vote any supplies which can really 
contribute to such a result. But now comes the 
President’s definition of this honorable peace: “* and 
‘thereby to seeure ample indemnity for the ex- 
‘ penses of the war, as well as to our much injur- 
‘ed citizens, who hold large pecuniary clumsa 


| © against Mexico.”’ 


This, then, is the authentic account of the ob- 
jects with which this war is to be prosecuted; not 
to settle the boundaries of Texas; not to defend 
anything which by the largest construction can be 


| called our country; not even “ to conquer a peace’” 


| in the simple sense of that 


hrase; but to secure 
indemnity for the claims of our citizens, and for 


; , ee | the expenses of the war. 
would not hesitate, as it ought not to hesitate, to || gets the glowing terms in which the addition of that || 


Now, sir, to such a war, prosecuted in this 


| Spirit and for these ends, I am utterly opposed. I 


No, sir; if | had a voice which I believed would | tection to our labor, and of defence to our land, was || 


reach beyond the little circle of this Hall; if it were | augured from it? Who now can reflect on its 
possible for me to do what an honorable member || consequences as already developed; who can think 
from Georgia—unintentionally, I am sure—was || of the deep wound which, in the judgment of 


disposed to charge upon some of us a few days | many, it has inflicted on our Constitution; of the | 


ago, circulate a speech among the enemy; if I could | 
reach the ear of the Mexican rulers or the Mexican 
people, or could address a word to that intelligent 
and accomplished —— who was known to 
us all so favorably little more than a year ago— || lives it has wasted, in the war now in progress; of 
General Almonte—and who seems now to be about || the poison it has, in so many ways, mingled with 
to assume the very lead in the conduct of hiscoun- | the previously healthful current of our national 
try’s affairs, | would say to him, | would say to | career,—without being reminded of another lone 
them, as one who has been uniformly opposed to the star, which “ feil from Heaven, burning as it were 
annexation of Texas; as one who at this moment | ‘a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the 
desires no peace but such as shall be honorable to || ‘ rivers, and upon the fountains of waters, and the 
both countries, to Mexico as well as to the United | ‘name of the star is called wormwood, and the 
States; as one who does not desire to see one acre || ¢ third part of the waters became wormwood, and 
of — taken from Mexico as the result of | * many men died of the waters, because they were 
this war—i would say to them and to him, ‘‘Aban- '} © bitter 2”? 

don something of this haughty spirit; abatesome- || The more immediate cause of the war was the 
thing of this false pride, which is hurrying you | Executive mode of consummating this measure of 
to your ruin; reconsider, renounce these resolu- || annexation. Without entering at all into the ques- 
tions of unyielding defiance which you seem rashly || tion of the rightful boundaries of Texas, this is 
to have pted; and proclaim, without farther certain, that Congress, in the very resolution of 
delay, some terms upon which you are ready to || annexation, recognised the fact of a disputed bound- 
meet the Government of the United States for an || ary, and declared that it should be settled by 
amicable settlement of all matters in dispute.’’ | negotiation. 
would say to them that they had done enough to || resolution, and proceeded to proffer negotiation. 
exhibit their courage and to signalize their chivalric || { give him all due credit for that. 
sensibility to the national honor. I would tell || found that resort likely to fail, instead of coming 


duced among different members of the Union; of 








them that Palo Alto, and the Resaca de ia Palma, l to Congress for new advice and new instructions, | 


and the heights of Monterey, had already placed || as he ought to have done, as James Madison would 
their reputation for spirit and valor quite above the || have done, in conformity with those views of his 
fortunes of the day. I would tell them, too, that | which I have already cited, Mr. Polk determined, 
they had nothing, nothing to expeet from any dif- || on his own responsibility, to resort to the sword, 
ferences of opinion or dissensions of parties here; || and marched his armies to the outmost verge of 
Texan pretensions. And no man can deny that 
this unwarrantable act of the Executive gave imme- 
diate occasion and origin to the war with Mexico. 

‘ But, without another word as to its origin, I turn 


that, however anxious some of us might be to put 
an end to the war, and however earnest we might 
be in rebuking the measures by which it was com- 
menced, and in condemning any unnecessary pros- 


ecution of it, there was yet no party and no person || to a consideration of its progress and ution: 
in the country from whom —— eupest either and: would that we all, of all rties, and I will add 
“aid or comfort;”” and that all such imputations, || of both countries, instead-of contenting ourselves 


whether coming from the White House or from 

any other quarter, were as baseless as were 

base. 1 would tell them, on the contrary, in 

my judgment, and in the opinion of all parties, it 
10 


with mutual criminations as to who the war, 
could enter heartily into the far nobler competition, 
who should be the first, and who do the most, in 
bringing it to a close. 


alienations and heart-burnings which it has pro- | 


the fearful lookings for of disunion which it has | 
excited; of the treasure it has cost, and the precious | 


| to the annexation of Texas, and had given even 
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maintain, in the first place, that it is not the war 
which Congress ever intended should be prose- 
cuted, or to which it has ever yet given its sanc- 
tion. I know not how far party discipline may go 
in bringing up majorities of the two branches to 
sustain such « policy, but I hazard nothing in say- 
ing that had it been disclosed at the outset, it would 
have met with no sanction in any quarter, Why, 
sir, does any one for a moment believe that if 
Mexico had refrained from all hostile opposition 


the assent of a dogged silence to our extending our 
jurisdiction over that territory, we should have ever 
heard of these claims as the ground of war? The 
President would not have ventured his character 
upon such a suggestion, and Congress would have 
scorned it had it been made to them. 

But I maintain, in the second place, that sch a 


'| policy is unworthy of the land and of the age in 


which we live. Is this a day, is this a country, in 


|| which war, for the mere purpose of oe 


i} 


money from a nation unable to pay it, is to be to 

cniaad? I do not underrate the importance of secu- 
ring to our citizens a just indemnity for injuries com- 
mitted upon them im any quarter; and wherever 
there is the ability to make that indemnity, it 
ought to be exacted, sometimes, perhaps, even to 


| the extent of force. And where it is exacted, and 


The President so interpreted the || 


where it is secured, the Government ought to pa 


| it over to those to whom it belongs, as Mr. Pol 


But when he | 





has refused to do in the case of the French spolia- 


| tions prior to 1800. Buta war for extorting pay- 
| ment from a poor debtor! Why, sir, the day has 
_gone by when we endure the practice of coercing 


individuals who are unable to meet their obliga- 


tions. The imprisonment of poor debtors is rapid- 


ly disappearing from the refined codes of civiltzed 
society. The abolition of that system is among 
the highest triumphs of modern civilization. But 
this policy of the Administration would seem to 
carry us back to the barbarous provisions of the 
laws of the Twelve Tables of ancient Rome, which, 
according to some constructions, allowed the credit- 
ors to dismember their debtors, and distribute 
among themselves the severed limbs and mutilated 
trunks! 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, the dismemberment of Mex- 
ico for debts which she cannot pay, is the humane 


and Christian policy proposed to us by the Execu- 
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tive. Money, we all know, cannot be wrung from 
her in any large sums. What little she might have 
had to pay to “ our much injured citizens,’’ we are | 
daily exhausting by compelling her to employ it in 
defending her own soil. Why, sir, thia attempt to | 
extort indemnities from Mexico by force of arms 
reminds one of an old story of ancient Greece. 


Themistocles, it seems, besieged the island of | 


Andros, and called upon the inhabitants to pay 
tribute. He told them that the Athenians had two 
great gods, to whom they ought to yield immediate 
submission. One of these gods was Persuasion and 
the other Compulsion. But the Andrians answered 
that they also had two gods: that one of them was 
Poverty and the other Impracticability; and that 
they could not and would not pay him any tribute 
money. They added that his power could never 
surpass their powerlessness. 

Now, this seems to be about the state of things 
between us and Mexico, so far at least as money 
is concerned. I do not know but that we might 
regard her as having at least three of these heathen 
deities, and add the fever—el vomito—to poverty 
and impracticability. 

But she has territory, and this is the sort of in- 
demnity that we desire. This, indeed, it is now 
quite too evident, has been the great object of the 
whole Executive movement. Nobody can read 
the documents connected with this war, and espe- 
cially those transmitted to us in answer to the call 
of my honorable friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Da- 
vis,] without seeing that, from first to last, before 
the war and since, Mexican territory has been the 
great object of the Administration. It is hardly 
too much to say that, had there been no California, 
there would have been no war. As far back as 
June 24, 1845, we find the purpose of securing this 
possession as the result of a possible war, plainly 
disclosed in the confidential correspondence of the | 
Navy Department. After the war had once com- 
menced, it is thus boldly avowed in a despatch of 
July 12, 1846: 

“The object of the United States ia, ander its rights as a 


belligerant nation, to possess itself entirely of Upper Cali- 
fornia.” 


And again: 

“ The object of the United States has reference to ulti- 
mate peace with Mexico; and if, at that peace, the basis of 
the uti possedetis shall be established, the Government ex- || 
pects, through your forces, to be found in actual possession 
of Upper California.’? 

Now, sir, Lam not about to depreciate the de- | 
sirableness to the commerce” of our country of a 
good harbor or two on the Pacific ocean. If a 
strip of California could be added to our Oregon | 
possessions, under proper circumstances and with 
the general consent of the country, I should be one | 
of the last persons to object to it.y But the idea | 
that it is worthy of us to take advantage of this 
war to wrest it from Mexico by force of arms, and 
to protract the war unul she will consent to cede 
it to us by a treaty of peace, I utterly repudiate. 


It is this lust of territory, Mr Chairman, which || 
has given occasion to this war, and which now |! 


»roposes to prosecute the war with renewed vigor. | 
t is an appetite which grows by what it feeds on. || 
Texas seems only to have gurnished a whet for our || 
voracity. It was but the stimulating lunch to pre- || 
pare us for a more substantial meal. Sheridan, in 
the Rivals, | think—my classical friend from South || 
Carolina {Mr. 1. E. Houmes] will correct me if I |! 
am wrong—thought ita very good joke to make 
Mrs. Malaprop say that “she would have the || 


| 


‘ she might know something of the contagious coun- 
‘tries.”” The joke has lost its point for us. It | 
seems as if all contiguous countries were going to || 
be contagious to us, and as if we should soon be || 
ready to adopt the language of another character } 
in the same celebrated play, who said to his son 1 
“* Don’t enter the same hemisphere with me; don t 
‘ dare to breathe the same air or use the same light; || 
* but get an atmosphere and a sun of your own.” ; 1 
Meantime, Mr. Chairman, while we are pursu- || 
ing this wild career of national extension and 
aggrandizement, what has become of that peace 
which we were to have “conquered”’ three months 
ago? Sir, it seems to be further off from us at this 
moment than ever before. Whatever gallant ar- 
mies and brave generals could do to secure it, has 
been done already. Cities have been captured; 
fortresses have been stormed; plains have been | 
strewed with the dying and the dead; rivers have 


* young lady instructed in geometry, in order that 
| 





been reddened with blood! But where is peace? | 


At the end of what vista, however distant, do we 


' see that 


| well for France, who 
| her standing armies: but it will never, never do for 
|| this republic. 


| ever may be the result. 


} 
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, the principle, that, so far as we are coi 





necessary to establish peace at this moment, I 
should be half inclined to give the Executive all, 
and more than all, that he could ask. But, in my | 
judgment, no peace is to be acquired in the way 
this bill proposes to acquire it. e may conquer 
more armies; we may overrun more territory; we 
may ** make a solitude and call it peace;” but 
peace, in any true sense of that term, will still elude 
our pursuit, We shall find no Government to | 
make peace with, and no people who will conform 
to the stipulations of any Gomme: The peace 
which such bills as this will give us, will be like 
that which France has conquered in Algiers. That 
war commenced in 1829, and France has now a 
hundred thousand soldiers on the Algerine soil to 
secure her barren conquest. This may do very 
esires a training-field for 





And where, too, is to be our domestic peace, if 
this policy is to be pursued? Aceording to the 
President’s plan of obtaining ‘‘ ample indemnity 
for the expenses of the war,”’ the longer the war 
lasts, and the more expensive it is made, the more 
territory we shall require to indemnify us. Every 
dollar of appropriation for this war is thus the pur- 
chase-money of more acres of Mexican soit. Who 
knows how much of Chihuahua, and Coahuila, 
and New Leon, and Durango, it will take to re- 
munerate us for the expenses of these ten regi- 
ments of regulars, who are to be enlisted for five 
years? And to what end are we thus about to add 
acre to acre and field to field? To furnish: the sub- 
ject of that great domestic stuggle which hag already | 


| been foreshadowed in this debate! 


Mr. Chairman, I have no ume to discuss the 
subject of slavery on this occasion, nor should I 
desire to discuss it in this connexion if I had more 
time. But I must not omit a few plain words on 
the momentous issue which has now been raised. 
I speak for Massachusetts—I believe | speak the 
sentiments of all New England, and of many other 
States out of New England, when I say, that, 
upon this question, our minds are made up. So 
far as we have power—constitutional or moral 
power—to control political events, we are resolved 
that there shall be no further extension of the ter- 
ritory of this Union subject to the institutions of 
slavery. This is nota matter to argue about with 
us. My honorable friend from Georgia [Mr. 
Toomss} must pardon me if I do not enter into 
any question with him whether such a policy be 
equal or just. It may be that the North does not 
consider the institution of slavery a fit thing to be 
the subject of equal distribution or nice weighing in 
the balances. anunet agree with him that the 
South gains nothing by the Constitution but the 
right to reclaim fugitives. Surely he has forgotten 
that slavery is the basis of representation in this 
House. 

But [do not intend to argue the case. I wish todeal 
with it calmly, but explicitly. I believe the North 
is ready to stand by the Constitution, with all its 
compromises, as it now is. I do not intend, more- 
over, to throw out a threats of disunion, what- 
I do not intend, now or 
ever, to contemplate disunion as a cure for any im- 
aginable evil. At the same time, 1 do not mtend 


| to be driven from a firm expression of purpose, and 


a steadfast adherence to principle, by any threats 
of disunion from — other quarter. The people 
of New England, whom I have any privilege to 
speak for, do not desire, as I understand their 
views—I know my own heart and my own princi- 
ples, and can at least speak for them—to gain one 
foot of territory by conquest, and as the result of 


| the prosecution of the war with Mexico. I do not 


believe that even the abolitionists of the North— 
though I am one of the last persons who would be 
entitled to speak their sentiments—would be un- 


| willing to be found in combination with southern 


ntlemen who may see fit to espouse this doctrine. 
e desire peace. We believe that this war ought 
never to have been commenced, and we do not wish 


_ to have it made the pretext for plundering Mexico 


of one foot of her lands. But if the war is to be 
prosecuted, and if territories are to be conquered 
and annexed, we shall stand fast, and forever, to 
scerned, these 
territories shall be the exclusive abode of freemen. 

Mr. Chairman, peace, peace is the com- 
promise of this question between the North and 


aes and precious blessing? If I | 
believed that any amount of military foree were || of further conquest. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


_San. 8, 





the South. Let the President abandon all schemes 

Let him abandon his plans 
of pushing his forces to the heart of Mexico. Now 
before any reverses have heen experienced by the 
American arms, he can doso with the highest honor. 
Let him exhibit a spirit of magnanimity towards q 
weak and distracted neighbor. Let him make dis. 
tinct proclamation of the terms on which he is ready 


| to negotiate; and let those terms be such as shal! 





involve no injustice towards Mexico, and engender 
no sectional strife among ourselves. But, at ail 
events, let him tell us what those terms are to be. 
A proclamation of Executive purposes is essentia| 
to any legislative or any national harmony. The 
North ought to know them; the South ought to 
know them; the whole country ought to under- 
stand for what ends its blood and treasure are to 
be expended. It is high time that some specific 
terms of accommodation were proclaimed to Con- 
gress, to Mexico, and to the world. If they be 
reasonable, no man will hesitate to unite in sup- 
plying whatever means may be necessary for en- 
forcing them. 

And now, sir, What is the precise bill before us? 
It is a bill to increase the standing army of the 
country by the addition ot ten new regiments of a 
thousand men each. It has no relation to the pres- 
ent support or relief of our army and volunteers 
now in Mexico. These regiments cannot by any 
possibility be recruited under a year or a year and 
a half. The report of the Adjutant General, dated 
5th December last, distinctly showg this. He states 
that ** the recruiting service has been pushed with 
vigor,’’ and then proceeds to give us the results. 
He says: ** The whole number of men enlisted 
‘from the Ist of October, 1845, to the 30th of Sep- 
* tember, 1846, is 5,945; being an excess of 2.388 
* over the previous year. The number enlisted in 
* October and November, and to be enlisted in De- 
‘cember, may be put down at 1,500.” 

If only 1,500 can be enlisted in three montlis, 
with ‘this vigorous pushing,”’ it is plain that it 
will take a year to enlist 6,000, and another half 
year to complete the ten regiments. But it will 
take a much longer time than this. 

The authorized regular force, at this moment, is 
16,998, or, deducting the commissioned officers, 
16,218. But the whole rank and file of the army, 
notwithstanding the *‘ vigorous pushing”’ of the 
recruiting service, could only be computed at 10,000 
on the 31st of December last. 

There are thus more than 6,000 men still to be 
enlisted under existing authority, which, accord- 
ing to the estimates of the Adjutant General, will 
require a full year, and thus postpone the comple- 
tion of these new regiments to two years and a half 
from the present time. 

It is plain, therefore, that these new regiments 
are called for with no reference to any immediate 
exigencies, but only in contemplation of future 
distant service and a protracted war. 

The President has already in the field 24,984 
men. Of these, 8,473 are regulars, and 16,511 
volunteers. He has already enlisted 1,500 more 
regulars, and about 9,000 more volunteers, making 
an aggregate force of about 36,000. He has an- 
thority, under existing laws, to increase the regu- 
lar force to 17,000, and the volunteers to 50,000, 
making an regate force of 67,000 men. And 
now he calls for authority to raise 10,000 more of 
regulars. To what end is this vast array of mili- 
tary power? The enlistment is to be during the 
war, or for five years! It cannot be completed 
under a year and a half or two years! hat 
visions of protracted conflict do these facts unfold! 

The proviso of the bill authorizes the President 
to appoint the officers of these ten regiments du- 
ring the recess of Congress, and to report them to 
the Senate at their next session. This proviso 

roves that these regiments are not expected to be 
in readiness for any present support or relief of the 
troops in Mexico. The oes are _ pone ap- 

inted until Congress jjourned. ata 
omet is this to confer on the President! No- 
y can imagine that the Senate can exercise any 
effective check upon appointments so made, and 
when the officers are once at their cen Four or 
five hundred commissions, of all grades, from 
brigadier generals down to lieutenants, are thus to 
be placed in the hands of the President. How 
raany of them are to be dangled in the eyes of 
members of this House, with a view of carrying 
measures which seem now to meet with no partic- 
ular favor, remains to be seen. 
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But the great objection to the bill is the policy | 
which it discloses. In proposing this measure and | 
that of the lieutenant general, the Administration 
virtually call upon Congress to sanction the ultra 
and extravagant policy which they have recently 
adopted in regard to this war. I say recently 


over the dream of the Executive on this subject. 
On the 11th of November last, the Secretary of 
War addressed a letter, which is in print, to a gen- 
tleman in Kentucky, in which he said: “ It is pro- | 
‘ per, however, to say that the amount of force already | 
‘in service is deemed sufficient for the prosecution of 
‘ the war.”” 


On the 16th day of the same November he issued || 
a requisition for ten new regiments of volunteers, | 


to serve during the war. What occurred during 
these five days to change the whole policy of the 
Administration has never been disclosed; but it is 
lain that a marvellous change was wrought. And 
in pursuance of it these ten new regiments of regu- 
lars are now called for. This new policy can be 
nothing less than one of invasion and conquest, 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
in June last said: ‘* Texas, and indemnity for 
‘wrongs confessed by several treaties, coasts and | 
‘borders in tranquil possession, without transat- 
‘lantic interference, are all we insist upon. Jt will 
“be Mexican infatuation, should the contest become 
‘one of races, of borders, of conquest, and of territo- 
‘ rial extension.”’ 

Mexican infatuation, I presume, is at length suf- | 
ficiently manifested, and this contest of races, bor- 
ders, conquest, and territorial extension, is to be 
commenced. And this contest Congress is now 
called upon to sanction. If itbe notso, the President 
can inform us. If this be the policy, I am entirely 
opposed to it, and feel bound to express that oppo- | 
sition in the most unequivocal terms. | 


j 


| 
i 
| 


\| North, in agreeing to the compromise, 
|| nothing, because it was the clear right of the peo- 
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nessee there was this provision: ‘And such States || 


‘as may be formed out of that portion of said ter- 
‘ritory lying south of thirty-six degrees thirty 
* minutes north latitude, commonly known as the 
* Missouri compromise line, shall be admitted into 


8 | ‘ the Union, with or without slavery, as the people 
adopted, for it is plain that a new spirit has come || 


‘ of each State asking admission, may desire;”’ and 


| the same provision was contained in the proposi- 


tion offered by his colleague, which finally passed 


the House, and to that all the southern members, | 


who voted in favor of the annexation, gave their 
assent. He knew very well that the Missouri 
compromise provided only for the territory ceded 
by France, but gentlemen must abide by the spirit 
of the compromise. As was remarked by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomps,! to-day, the 


telded 


ple of the southern States to settle any part of the 


territory of the country acquired by the common 
blood and treasure. 


southern States, and there was no concession on 
the part of the North. He entirely denied the 
allegation of the gentleman from New York, that 
the insertion of a proviso, that slavery was to be 
prohibited, was no interference with the rights of 
the South. It was a direct interference with their 
constitutional right to share equally with their 
northern brethren in any territory that might be 


| acquired by the Government, by the common 


blood and treasure, as he had already said, of 
all parties. The charge that southern members 


|| on that floor desired to evade the compromise, 


was most unjust. Not one, so far as he knew, 


It was not, he supposed, at all necessary for him 
to repel the charge of subserviency to the Execu- 


| tive, as that was one not likely to be urged against 


Mr. TIBBATTS then obtained the floor, and || him, from the fact that he was well known to have, 


thus addressed the committee: He said that from 
the complex character which the debate had as- 
sumed, he hardly expected to be able to take part 
in it now in a manner creditable or satisfactory to 
himself or to the subjects at issue. Indeed the one 
hour rule precluded the possibility of considering 


| 
i 
i 
j 
| 
| 


on more than one occasion, followed the dictates 
of his own judgment in opposition to the declared 
will of the Executive. His position on the river 
and harbor bill would, he apprehended, relieve him 
of the necessity of vindicating his independence of 
anything like a servile adherence to the Executive. 


It was then a yielding of a | 
clear and constitutional right on the part of the 
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Opposition, facts showed indisputably that the 
charge against the Executive with regard to the 
commencement of the war, was entirely ground- 
less. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Winxtnrop] had said that Congress alone had the 
power to declare war. Well, where was the man 


| that ever contended that that power rested in any 


other quarter? Had the President ever contro- 
verted that doctrine? So far as there had been a 
declaration of war, had it not been made by Con- 
gress? But would the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts produce any authority from Mr. Madison, or 
any other man, Whig or Democrat, to the effect 
that the President had not the pewer to carry on a 
defensive war when the territory of the country 
was invaded? There was the question, There 
the President had acted clearly in accordance with 
his constitutional power and right. When Texas 
was about to be invaded, he did his duty in de- 
fending the boundary as claimed by her. What 
right had he then to say to Texas, “ Defend your 
boundary ?”’ Congress had reserved to itself the 
right to settle the question of boundary, and if 
the President, as its executive officer, had not de- 
fended the line as claimed by Texas, he would 
have been shamefully recreant to his duty. Could 
any man deceive the American people into the be- 
lie? that the Mexicans had collected their forces 
and munitions of war at Matamoros for the mere 
purpose of invading and occupying the territor 

between the Nueces and the Rio Grande? No. It 
wus quite clear that the design of Mexico was to 
reconquer the territory to the Sabine. It was, 
then, a defensive war; and the question, ‘‘ Who 
commenced the war?’ was not to be addressed to 
the President of the United States. Congress was 
to answer that question. If the war was unjust, 
let not gentlemen imagine that they could clear 
their skirts of the responsibility. So long as Con- 
gress gave supplies, the President was bound to go 


on in the prosecution of the war, conquering every 


hamlet, village, town, and city, in Mexico—ay, 
even every hut, till Mexico were compelled to sue 
for peace. He was bound to go on— 

——- “even until 

The gates of mercy shall be all shut up, 








| 
| had the slightest inclination to do so. 
| 
' 
| 
| 


And the fleshed soldier, rough and hard of heart, 
In liberty of bloody hand, shall range 

With conscience wide as hell; mowing, like grass, 
Their fresh, fair virgins, and flowering infants.” 


almost any subject in a manner deserving atten- | 
tion. He had listened with a great deal of atten- | 
tion to many of the speeches which had been de- 


That position, he would take occasion to say, he 
intended to maintain. He designed to press the 


livered during the present session of Congress, and 
some of them he had regarded as exhibiting very 
bad taste on both sides of the House, and were | 
hardly proper to be delivered in the representative 
assembly of a great nation. He had also witness- | 
ed with great regret the introduction of the question | 
of slavery, which was entirely out of place in the 
discussion of a bill like that now before the House, | 
aud peculiarly improper atthattime. It was how- 
ever necessary that he should allude to some of the 
remarks of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Grover,| who had accused the members from the | 
slave States with having abandoned the compro- 
mise made on the Missouri question on some vote 
given on an Oregon bill. If the gentleman from 
New York had understood the facts in relation to 
that matter, and the feelings of the representatives 
from the South on that floor, he would have seen 
that his charge was an unjust one; and was a most 
insidious attempt to deceive the people of the North. | 
The fact that certain members from the South on 
that occasion voted for the amendment proposed, 
was no evidence that the members on that floor 
from the South were opposed to, or intended to 
abandon the Missouri compromise. On the con- 
trary, every act in that Con on the part of the 
members from the South, when that question came 
under consideration, showed that they stood up by 
the compromise; and for the purpose of disabusing 
the public mind on that subject, he would refer to 
one or two facts connected with the admission of 
Texas. There were three propositions introduced 
by members from slave States on that subject— 
one by his colleague on the left—one by the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. M.Brown,] and one 
by himself. i - these en is com- 
promise was loo to particu ‘ ee 1 
provided for. In the prepaniion oiemas y hi oe 
self, there was this provision: 
“Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all that 

of the territory lies north of thirty-six and 
thirty minutes north latitude, slavery and involuntary servi- 
tude (otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof 
the parties shall have been duly convicted) shall be, and is 
hereby, forever prohibited.’? 


In the proposition of the gentleman from Ten- 








claims of the western people, until pressing them | 
Again, in re- | 


was found to be altogether in vain. 
lation to the tax upon tea and coffee, he had op- 

osed the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Tonner. Whether he had also, in that, opposed 
the wishes of the Executive, he did not know, as 
the views of the Executive on the subject had not 
been promulged. Butif the Executive had recom- 
mended that tax, it would not have altered his (Mr. 


T.’s) opinion on the subject; because he regarded 


such a tax as unjust. It was a tax on the laboring 
classes. It imposed a burden on the poor. And 
the gentleman from Georgia should have paused 


before he passed such a sweeping censure on the | 


bulk of his own party, as to twit that side of the 
House for not imposing such a tax. Then, again, 
as to the appointment of a lieutenant general, it 
was not necessary that he should say much, as he 
supposed the question was settled. 

r. JACOB THOMPSON was here understood 
to say that the honorable gentleman was mistaken 
in supposing that question to be settled. 

Mr. TI BBATTS would ask the gentleman the 


reason for his entertaining the opinion that such | 


an officer was necessary. 


Mr, THOMPSON would gladly do so, if the. 


gentleman yielded the floor. 
Mr. TIBBATTS feared that the 


tween General Scott and General Taylor mig 
of such a delicate nature as to 


terposition. If so, why was General Scott sent to 


Mexico at all? Was General re incompe- | 


tent to conduct the war? Why, he had won every 
battle in which he had e . Were they now 
to omnes the victories in Texas and at Montere 

as affording no evidence of generalship? He 
(Mr. T.) then proceeded to say, that, in his judg- 
ment, the introduction of the question of slavery 
rendered it necessary to terminate the war at once. 


To that he meant to come presently; and, if that | 


were the policy, a lieutenant general would be 
rendered wholly unn . Notwithstanding 


all the vague assertions and loud clamor of the ' 


| continue? 


uire some in- | 


If even to these awfyl lengths the war proceeded, 
the blood was on their hands, not on the hands of 
the President. How long, then, was the war to 
How long did gentlemen on that floor 
intend to order the President to prosecute the war? 
If it was to go on, he (Mr. T.) was in favor of 
prosecuting it with the utmost vigor. But how 
was it to be terminated? That was a question of 
great and obvious importance. It was the ques- 
tion which he had presented to the House in the 


| resolution which he had the honor to offer the 


other day. As to abandoning the country, he 
looked upon that as entirely out of the question, 


He would be opposed to any termination of the 
| war that would not secure to their citizens the pay- 


ment of their indemnities and indemnification for 
the expense of the war. They were then to make 


| war in one or other of the two modes, either by 


invading Mexico by Vera Cruz and marching to 


the halls of the Montezumas, or by retaining pos- 
_ session of what they had already acquired by gar- 


risoning it with their troops. In either case men 
were needed, and they could not expect to do it 
with a handful of men. Nine or ten regiments of 
infantry and dragoons of the regular service, and 


the same number of volunteer regiments, could not 
entleman | 
would occupy too much time in the effort. He | 
(Mr. T.) saw no reason for the appointment of a | 
lieutenant general, er that the pe 
e 


do it. The people of Mexico were not to be sup- 

void of patriotism. They were eight miilions 
of people fighting for their country, their homes, 
their religion, and liberties, and they would resist 


| to the last gasp. An adequate force was therefore 


needed. As to the description of force, he (Mr. 
T.) was willing to coincide with the President. 
On him was the responsibility, under Congress, 
of prosecuting the war, and it was but just that he 
should have the sort of materials which he him- 
self desired. On this point it would be therefore 
seen, that he differed with some of his friends on 
that side of the House, who wished the troops to 
be all volunteers, and who desired to take out 
of the hands of the President the appointment of 
the officers—some fifty in all. Weill, he (Mr. T.) 
was not afraid to intrust in the hands of the Presi- 
dent of the United States the ye oO of some 
fifty officers of the army. And, indeed, he was 
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not prepared altogether to see such a proposition || 


coming from that side of the House. It seemed 
to imply a want of faith in the President which he 
(Mr. T’.) did not suspect in such a quarter. If it 
was intended to garrison the country, the regular 
soldier was the best adapted for the service. The 
volunteer would not like to be cooped up in a gar- 
rison. He was thus led again to speak of the 
character and object of the war, It was begun as 
a defensive war against an attempted invasion of 
the country. So far as the repulsion of that inva- 
sion was concerned, the end of the war had been 
accomplished, They had driven the Mexican 
forces from their boundaries.. He did not suppose 
that now a single Mexican soldier could be found 
within two hundred miles of the American forces 
in Mexico, But what other objects were there? 
The indemnification of American citizens for Mexi- 
can outrages, so far as that indemnification could be 
procured, as well as for the expense of the war, so 
unjustly brought upon them by Mexico. Did 
they expect by a further invasion of Mexico to 
compel her to make peace? ‘They had seized upon 
her territories already. They had enough to in- 
demnify them. They had the Californias, New 
Mexico, Chihuahua, and ‘Tamaulipas. They had 
abundant of that territory in their possession now 
to indemnify them. He held war to be entirely 
unjustifiable, except as an act of necessity. ‘The 
war was not necessary to defend our territory. 
There was no danger of further invasion, nor was 
there any necessity for seizing upon more territo- 
ry, as indemnification for their citizens who had 
been plundered, on the country which had been 
put to the expenses of the war. Why not, then, 


aland as they were? Why not stop the effusion | 


of blood, by fortifying the possessions already ac- 
quired, and declaring to Mexico, ** We have now 
expelied you from our territory, we have seized 
upon your territory, enough to indemnify us for 
the expenses of the war which you have thrust 
upon us, and now we are ready to treat with you 
for an honorable peace. We are ready to surren- 
der this territory if you will give us security for 
the indemnification of our citizens and Govern- 
ment, and if you do not, we are prepared to 
hold the territory, until you make a treaty of 
peace. We will blockade your ports.”” If that 
course were taken, these additional regiments 
were necessary. He was not one of those wil- 
ling to prosecute the waf for the acquisition 
of territory unjustly, nor did he believe that there 
was a member on his side of the House wil- 
ling to do so. He did not speak of the President, 
because, as he had already remarked, he was en- 
tirely under their orders, and was obliged to prose- 
cute the war under their direction. He (Mr. T.) 
would not take one foot of Mexico without paying 
a fair equivalent. Nor was it desirable that they 
should possess any of that territory, in view of the 
slave question, which gentlemen were now raising 
up in that House. He knew very well that there 
was not a southern member who would violate the 
Missouri compromise, in order to acquire terri- 
tory, and he would be vegy much surprised if the 


people of the North, if any one of them, would be | 
willing to violate that compromise for the sake of | 


acquiring additional territory. Lf the question of 


slavery were to be inseparably bound up with that | 
of the oy waargpen of territory, it would not be de- || 


sirable to have any more territory. Upon the sub- 
ject of boundary, it would be desirable for them to 
fix it by adopting the great mountain barrier. He 
did not think that the Rio Grande was a proper 
boundary ofa nation, but he would not take a foot 
of land beyond it without just compensation. But 
if the slave States were to be surrounded by a cor- 
don of free States—if the South were to be told 


was to be spilled and their treasure expended, they 
were realizing benefits in which they were to have 


no share, he was opposed to carrying on the war || 


on any such terms. Where (he asked) was the 
justice in excluding the South from territory for 


which they were now fighting shoulder to shoulder | 


with their northern brethren, and to which it was 


not probable that any man would ever take slaves. | 


If they were to be surrounded by a wall, aviee 


oul every avenue of escape, then, he for one said, | 


the sooner their armies retired the better, 


He had thus adverted in a very desultory man- 


ner to these points, and if he wrote out his speech, 
according to the custom of many there, though he 
did not know that his remarks were worthy of thas 


|| courtesy of the House. 








atlength. He had one word to say, before he sat 
down, to the honorable gentleman from Georgia, 


who was so anxious to tax tea and coffee. He || 


(Mr. 'T.) was not afraid to tax the people of this 
country upon any just principle, but he regarded a 
tax upon tea and coflee as unjust. He would 
make a proposition, and ask the Clerk to read it, 
expressive of his view of the best policy with re- 
gard to taxation at this time. 
[The Clerk then read the following amendment 
to the bill, which he proposed to offer when it 
should be in order: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, and until the conclusion of the war with 


Mexico, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, on all | 


goods, wares, and merchandise subject to the payment of 
duties by the act entitled ‘An act reducing the duty on 
imports, and for other purposes,’ approved July 30, 1846, a 


duty of five per centum ad valorem, in addition to the duties || 


| imposed by said act.’’] 


That would bring in five millions; and if that 
| were not enough, let them tax the vices of the 
country. The manufacture and sale of liquors by 
the tariff of 1846 was protected one hundred per 
cent. Instead of putting that largé amount of pro- 
tection into the pockets of the manufacturers and 
retailers, let them pass a direct tax upon these 
spirituous and vinous liquors, and not tax tea and 
coffee—the labor, in fact, of the poor women and 
children of the country. Let them tax the pleas- 
| ure-carriages and their gold and silver plate. [A 
voice: ** That’s demagoguism.’”’ 
that that was demagoguism. Well, what was it 
to tax the poor and let the rich go free? He dis- 
| claimed all such charges of demagoguism. It was 
well known that it was his (Mr. T.’s) purpose to 
retire into private life at the close of the present 
Congress, and he saw nothing to change his deter- 
mination. Whatground, then, was there for such 
a charge against him? If that tax which he had 
proposed was not sufficient, and the chancellor of 
the exchequer, [Mr. McKay,] near him, could not 


| get money enough, why, then, let them tax the | 


money-lenders themselves. Let them pay the 
money to carry on the war. Those were his sen- 
tuments. 

Mr. LIGON then said: I rise, Mr. Chairman, 
not so much with an intention to discuss the merits 


| between this country and the military government 


| of Mexico. By so doing, while I may not a 
e 


| to change the deliberate action contemplated to 


taken by others, [ yet do hope to vindicate the | 


votes | have given, and which I may hereafter give, 


, upon bills to furnish men and means with which | 


| to carry on the war into which the United States 
_ have been forced by Mexico. If this war is, so 
far as the United States are concerned, just, right, 
and proper, my vote ought to be given for all 
| well-digested and judicious bills that provide for 
conducting it to a speedy and satisfactory conclu- 
sion. If, on the contrary, the war is not just—is 
_not right nor proper, my vote ought to be given 
| for measures that would at once terminate hostili- 
ties, and make ample reparation to a wronged and 
injured neighbor; for to do right and avoid wron 
is as much the duty of States as of individuals. 1 
‘have found ut difficult, Mr. Chairman, to obtain 
my Own consent to trespass upon the time and 
t, sir, believing it to be 


|| due to myself, as well as to those who have honored 


} 

| me with a seat upon this floor, to state the facts 
| which have influenced my judgment, and to state 
| them here, where alone they can be officially con- 
| treverted, if erroneous, I shall proceed, with an 
| unaffected distrust of my ability to do justice to 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


3 8 : \ | the subject, to discharge what I have conceived to 
that in acquiring territory for which their blood | P 


| be my duty, in as brief a manner as possible con- 
sistent with the importance of the subjects to be 
investigated. 
| [was not surprised to hear, at the opening of 
this session, severe criticisms upon the principles 
and measures of the President’s message, and 
upon the financial policy of the present Adminis- 
tration. For such criticism events had prep.red 
;me. The speech of a distinguished member of 
_ Congress at the other end of the Capitol, in which 
| the expenses of our Government, civil and maili- 
| lary, were estimated at the enormous sum of half 
a million a day; the el t predictions so often 
made upon this floor of the pecuniary disasters 
|, and commercial revulsions that would surely befall 
~ this country, and paralyze its energies, all having 


LOBE. 


trouble, he might go into these various questions y their or 


Gentlemen said | 


of the bill now under consideration, as to make a || 
few remarks ir relation to the war naw existing | 








n and cause in the revenue measures 
adopted by Congress during its last session, had 
| led me to suppose that a rigid and severe exami. 
nation into subjects of this character would, at an 
early day, occupy the atéention of this body, 
| Such a course of debate could not have occasioned 
either surprise or regret on the part of the friends 
_ of the Administration, here or elsewhere. A se. 
vere scrutiny is rather to be courted than shunned 
by all honest Governments, and especially when a 
new financial era had commenced, and its work- 
ings, present and prospective, were just causes of 
anxiety, fair subjects of inquiry, of discussion, 
'and of difference of opinion. But, sir, | must be 
permitted to express my surprise at the tone and 
_— which have characterized the debates of this 
ouse upon the Mexican war, and more especiai- 
ly the declaration of amember from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Hupson,] that ‘if any of our revolutionary 
|| patriots were upon this floor; if they stood here 
‘representing any portion of the people, north or 
‘south, and my friend over the way, the chairman 
‘of the Committee on Military Affairs, should 
| ‘come forward, in the name of the President, and 
‘ask for an increase of the army, or a new levy 
‘of volunteers, to prosecule such a war as this, any 
| fone of them would say to him, as the stern old 
| * Roman said to the emissary of Cesar— 
| * Bid him disband his legions,’ &c.” 
| This language, sir, so far as I am informed, has 
_ met with no favorable response from any member 
of this House, or from any portion of the country. 
' Persons there may be who subscribe to the opinion 
, and approve the sentiment, but with such I have not 
_ met. On thecontrary, I believe the great body of the 
people of this country repudiate both. To say, sir, 
that the old revolutionary patriots, if raised from 
| the dead and sent by their countrymen to this Hall, 
if called upon by the President of the United States 
to supply him with an increased force to prosecute 
_the war against Mexico to a happy conclusion, 
' would withhold supplies; would bid him disband 
the army until they could discuss the justice and 
ropriety of the war; to suppose that such men as 
ashington, and Greene, and Putnam, and Mari- 
| on, and Sumter, and Howard, and the thousands 
of gallant and chivalrous heroes that grace our 
| revolutionary annals, would be found ata time like 
this, embarrassing the military arm of that country 
for which they periled ‘‘their lives, their fortunes, 
and their ccd haeken’ is to do the most flagrant 
injustice to the memory of the dead, and to trifle 
_with our most sacred and patriotic recollections. 
Can any one believe, sir, that if any of those illus- 
trious men were now alive, and in this Hall, they 
would either speak or vote in favor of withholding 
supplies of either men or money “ to prosecute 
such a war as this,’’ or that they would advise the 
| Government to halt in their position, and recall 
ourarmy? On the contrary, they would both speak 
and vote in favor of liberally and promptly giving 
| both; and instead of embarrassing the military 
| operations of the Government, they would rather 
‘| seek soldiers’ graves amid the chaparrals and 
| mountain fastnesses of Mexico. : 
|| Sir, whilst I greatly admire that courage which 
|| boldly holds every Administration of our Govern- 
|| mentto ajustand severe responsibility forall itsacts, 
|| I believe that in a time like this, when our strength 


| must consist in united counsels and vigorous aetion, 


{ 
| 
| 


I cannot too strongly reprobate that whole class of 
|| opinions of which the declaration of the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts isa specimen. They are based 
upon the sands of party, not on the rock of patri- 
otism. Their aim tends rather to the success of a 
prevailing faction than the elevation of a common- 
wealth. They look for the overthrow of an Ad- 
ministration, instead of the promotion of the honor 
and glory of a republican people. : 

Before entering, as I propose to do, upon a brief 
historical analysis of the relations heretofore and 
now existing between the United States and Mexi- 
co, I feel it incumbent on me to say, that, after 
'| having listened with some attention to most of the 
hes that have been delivered on both sides of 
| this Half, and read or glanced at the contents of 
| the documents and made to the House upon 

the subject of the war with Mexico, from its very 

commencement, I must say, with all sincerity, that 
| ifthis war is sae Tne. wicked, or unprovoked, 

I have failed utter! most 
| find the evidence 


| 
| 





ly» and most unaccountably, to 
; of the fact. On the contrary, | 
| do firmly and most honestly believe our cause is 
just, and our country in right; and before I 
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the satisfaction of every gentleman who shall pay 
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me the compliment of an attentive listening, that | 


my opinions have not been formed without a con- 


siderate reference to the facts of the case, as shown | 


by the diplomatic records of our Government. Sir, 


as one of the Representatives of Maryland upon | 


this floor, when I reflect upon the achievements of 
her sons upon the battle-fields of Mexico, I am free 
to admit that nothing could be more painful to me 
than to be made to believe, by some new, strange, 


and unexpected revelations, that our country was _ 


in the wrong; that the brave and accomplished 
Ringgold—the intrepid and impetuous Watson— 


young, but heroic Thomas, and many others less 
prominent, but not less brave, had generously of- 
fered up their lives, not to advance the honor and 
glory, not to promote the interests, or to perpetu- 
ate the power of their country, but to advance the 
interests of a faction, or to render successful an in- 
trigue or a speculation. If it were true ‘* that our 


country was in the wrong,” [ would hold him mine | 





ylor to occupy 
‘ the left bank of the Del Norte.””—(See same Doc. 
page 4.) 

sth. “The army moved on the 11th of March, 
* 1846, and on the 28th of that month, arrived on 
* the left bank of the Del Norte, opposite to Mata- 
‘moros,”’ “under positive instructions to abstain | 
‘from all aggressive acts towards Mexico, or | 


'* Mexican citizens; and to regard the relations 


‘between that republic and the United States as 


6th. ** The Mexican forces at Matamorus as- 


| § April, 1846, General Ampudia, then in command, 
| ‘notified General Taylor to break up his camp 
|‘ within twenty-four hours, and to retire beyond 


/*to compl 
| farms, and arms alone, must decide the question.” 
| —(See same Doc., p. 4 ) 


enemy who would thus teach me—who would not || 


only thus teach me, but teach the widows and 
orphans of the gallant slain, that they were the 
widows and orphans, not of heroes, to 
while time endures, but the deluded victims of an 


morse. No, sir; nothing but evidence the most 


conclusive should now, at this late day, be permit- | 


ted to so change my = as to render their 
services less valuable. Never will any true son of 


their neglect or action, less clear, but will labor to 


honored |! 


i aaa that he considered hostilities commenced, 
é '} © an 
hers allow the bright lustre of her jewels to be, by | 


preserve them as fresh, as undimmed and sparkling || 


as the “valley of diamonds.” 


her beautiful and time-honored escutcheon. Shehas | 


done her whole duty, but is not wearied. Her losses 


have been greater than those sustained by any other | 


State; but she complains not. True, the knell of 
her lost ones upon the bloody banks of the Rio 
Grande has reached her ear, and fallen heavil 

upon her heart, but there remains to her other pf 
lant spirits, fired by a love of country, and filled 
with a noble spirit of emulation, ready and burn- 


ing to take the places of those who fell. Call upon | 
them, sir, they are anxious for service; the terrors | 


of the chaparral and of stone fortresses shall not 
alarm, nor shall the horrors of the mountain pass, 
or the scorching deserts of California, appal them. 

But, sir, to proceed: How did it happen—by 
whose fault was it, that the United States are now 
at war with Mexico? Was it the fault (if fault it 
is) of the United States? Mexico declared war 
against the United States, and commenced war 
against the United States, before our Government 
declared war, and before it commenced hostilities. 
The first blow was struck by the republic of Mexi- 
co. Mexico declared war against the United 
States several weeks before the United States de- 
clared war against Mexico. Mexico declared war 
against the United States before her own troops 
commenced actual hostilities, unless the murdering 
of Colonel Cross and Lieutenant Porter may be so 
considered; whereas the United States did not de- 
clare war until after Mexico had commenced regu- 
lar hostilities. But, Mr. Chairman, as in this 
matter facts are better than assertions, and as dates 
have become important to a correct understanding 
of this subject, I will cite, from the public docu- 
ments of our country, certain facts and dates, 
which, to my mind, are i ante determinative of 
the question, as to the responsibility of this war. 
And I invite any gentleman to correct me if I 
make an error, as [ aim to be strictly and exactly 
correct: for the fame of the dead and the honor of 
the living are alike involved in the inquiries I have 
pet and the results which [ am about to state. 

0 proceed with the order of events: 

Ist. The Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
on the 5th of October, 1845, to ‘* receive an 
‘Envoy from the United States, intrusted with 
‘ full powers to adjust all the questions in dispute 
‘between the two a cae ¢ 
Document 196, p. 2, 1st session Congress.) 

2d. On the 10th of November, 1845, Mr. John 
Slidell was commissioned as such Envoy, and 
arrived at Vera Cruz on the 30th of the same 
month.—(See same Document, p. 2.) oe 

3d. “On the 2ist of Domains, 1845,” Mexico 
“refused to accredit Mr. Slidell upon the most 
frivolous pretexts.”—(See same Document, p. 2.) 


dian I thank God, sir, || 
that thus far there is neither spot nor blemish to mar || 


| 
i| 
| 


| 
| 


* the Nueces river; and, in the event of his failure 
with these demands, announced that 


7th. On the 23d of April, 1846, President Pa- 


| redes issued, at the National Palace in Mexico, 


the Mexican declaration of war against the United 
States.—(See House report of Committee on Foreign 


i || Affairs, No. 752, pp. 48, 50, vol. 4, 1845-’6.) 
Administration devoid alike of honor and of re- |! 


8th. On the 24th day of April, 1846, ‘* General 


| * Arista, who had succeeded to the command of 


‘the Mexican forces, communicated to General 


should prosecute them.’’—(See Ho. Doc. 196, 
p. 4.) Up to this date, the American forces had 
committed no hostile act. » Yet, on that same day 
that that notice was given, a large body of Mexican 
troops, which had previously crossed over the Rio 
Grande into Texas, attacked a detachment of Gen- 


| eral Taylor’s army, consisting of sixty-three dra- | 


goons, commanded by Captain Thornton, killed | 


| and wounded sixteen, and captured the remainder. 


—(See Ho. Doc., 196, pp. 4, 5.) 
9th. Three or four days after the attack upon and 
capture of Captain Thornton’s command, to wit, | 


| on the 28th of April, 1846, Captain Walker and 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| 


| 


twenty-four Texas rangers killed the first Mexi- 
cans that were slain in this war. On that day, 
Captain Walker and the twenty-four rangers were 
attacked in the chaparral, on their way from Point 
Isabel to the camp of General ae by fifteen 
hundred Mexicans, the result of which was, that, 
after killing many Mexicans, and losing six of his 
own men, Captain Walker and the remainder of 
his slender force escaped. Captain Walker’s party 
slew the first Mexicans, and that in self-defence. 
In proof of this, see report of Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, No. 752, H.R., Ist sess. 29th Cong. 
Mexican blood was next drawn at Palo Alto, 
May 8, 1846, by the Americans, after the Mexi- 
cans began to cannonade General Taylor; the bleed- 


Palma. 

10th. The President recommended a declaration 
of war against Mexico in a message to Congress, 
dated May 11th, 1846; and war was accordingly 


declared by the Congress of the United States to | 


exist by the act of Mexico. 
The above are the leading facts. They establish 


Mexico committed the first acts of hostility, that 
Mexico struck the first blow, and that that blow was 
struck upon American ground. The documents also 
rove most conclusive 
fore hostilities had been commenced by either 
rty—the Mexican declaration was issued on the 
of April, 1846, and the attack was not made 
upon the detachment of the American army, under 
Captain Thornton, until the 24th of the same 
month. Before leaving this branch of my subject, | 
I wish to state the fact, Mr. Chairman, that the | 
Mexican authorities, after eing to receive an | 
envoy to adjust all difficulties, and after refusing 
to receive such envoy when appointed, deliber- | 
ately resolved on levying war upon the United | 


commission of any hostile act by either rem § 
Let me prove this very important fact so plain 

and so clearly, that no man shall be able to elude 
its force. By referring to rege 50 of House Re- 
port, No. 752, Ist session Congress, I learn 
that President Paredes, in his manifesto cf April 


OBE. | 
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ast us—to Oppose war to the 
wars upon us.’ 

How did General Arista act when he received 
these orders of the Mexican President?) Why, sir, 
President Polk tells us, that on the 24th of April, 
General Arista informed General Tayler that ‘‘ he 
considered hostilities commenced, oak should pros- 
ecute them!” This was before a blow had been 
struck; before a life had been lost by either party; 
before the Americans had crossed the Rio Grande 


| into Mexico; and before it was known that the 
| ‘peaceful, unless she should declare war, or com- | 
| * mit acts of hostility indicative of a state of war.”? | 
| —(See Ho. Doc. 196, p. 4, Ist sess. 29th Cong.) 
the chivalric ean the Murat of the army—the || 


| ©sumed a belligerant attitude, and, on the 12th of 


Mexicans had crossed the Rio Grande into Texas. 
And that same day General Arista ordered the 


| attack upon Captain Thornton, within the territory 


of Texas. Now, sir, 1am one of those who be- 
lieve that Paredes, having reached power through 
vainglorious promises of expelling the North 
Americans from Texas, and driving them across 
the Sabine, issued his orders to Ampudia and 
Arista to invade Texas, and to commence hostili- 
ties upon the United States, prior to his having 
heard of General Taylor’s arrival upon the Rio 
Grande. If ever those orders see the light they 


will, in my humble opinion, justify this supposi- ” 


tion. For General Taylor only reached the Rio 
Grande on the 28th of March. General Arista 


| evidently received from Paredes his orders to cross 


the river, and to attack the Americans several days 


| before he notified General Taylor that ‘‘ he con- 


sidered hostilities commenced and should prose- 
cute them;’’ for he had crossed and stationed his 


|, troops, and attacked Thornton, at the very time 


_ his courier was serving his notification upon Gene- 


| beyond controversy that, even 


ral Taylor. Now, the notice was sent to General 
Taylor on the 24th April—the news of General 
Taylor’s arrival opposite the town of Matamoros 
on the 28th of March, could searcely have been 
conveyed to Mexico, been deliberated upon, and 
orders sent back to Matamoros several days before 
the 24th of April! No, sir,no. Those orders to 
march into Texas and levy war, in all human 
probability, were issued at Mexico sometime be- 
fore the news of the arrival of General Taylor 
upon the western confines of Texas was known in 
that city. I have no doubt that time will attest the 


| truth of what is now but supposition. 


And now, sir, let me inquire, after having proved 
if the United States 
had commenced this war, they were provoked 
thereto, and justified therein, by the rude rejection 


of an Envoy whom the Mexican authorities had 
| promised to receive; after having proved that the 
war was first proclaimed, and actual hostilities first 


|| to all reasona ‘ 
|| authorities were officially informed of the arrival 
|| of General Taylor upon the north bank of the Rio 


commenced, by Mexico, and that, too, according 
bie probability, before the Mexican 


| Grande, what becomes of those charges that this 
|| war was commenced, or provoked, or designedly 
‘| brought on, by the President—that this is a Presi- 
ing was continued the next day at Resaca de la | 


dent’s war—a war of such a character that revo- 


| lutionary patriots would demand an immediate 
|| disbanding of our armies, if they were alive and 
|| in Congress—a war for the acquisition of territory, 


| 
| 


| Congress, is evidentl 


i 


} 


an aggressive war, to subserve slave interests? 
The charge against the President, and against 
and palpably unjust; our 


| country, thank God, is not “in the wrong;”’ but 
beyond the power of successful controversy, that || our cause is just, our conduct defensible, and our 


| and means to an 
/and at an early day. Admitting 





States; and that resolution was formed prior to the || United States? This is best answered y refer- 


93d to the Mexican nation, says: | 


“I have sent orders to the general-in-chief on the north- 
ern frontier to act in hostility against the army which is in 


| war, by Mexico, in advance. 





|| honor unsullied. And, sir, I am most happy in 
| being able to say to you, that in Maryland, there 

| is no difference of opinion as to the propriety of . 
that Mexico declared war || vigorously prosecuting this war to an h 


orable 
| and ve conclusion. In this, at least, all agree. 
‘| All would supply, as I hope and believe, both men 


reasonable and prone amount, 
t 


at Mexico de- 


‘| clared war son. the United States, and com- 
menced actual hostilities prior to the commission 
| of an ive act upon the part of the troops 


of the United States, as it appears to me every 
informed and candid mind must admit, the next 
and important inquiry that arises is, What caused 
Mexico to declare war, and levy it, upon the 


ence to Mexican documents, and the correspondence 
of our diplomatic agents. The admission of Texas 
into the Union, though as independent a nation as 
Mexico itself, was protested aan as a cause of 

pon its consumma- 
tion, it was protested against by Almonte, their 
Minister at Washington as a cause of war. The 
Supreme Government of Mexico, before and after 
the passage of the act of annexation, denounced 
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the union of Texas wi 
cause of war. panes after the annexation 
took place, the Mexican Minister withdrew from 


with the United States as a || ted States to evacuate Texas, and dismiss it from | 
| the Union or fight. \ 
| understood by Mr. Slidell, for he says in reply: 
this country. This step was dictated and sanc- || 
tioned by his Government, and all diplomatic in- || 


tercourse between the two countries was suspend- 
ed by its orders in March, 1845. In September, 


1845, the President of the United States sought, | 
through our consul in Mexico, to reéstablish a | 


friendly intercourse with Mexico. The transactions 
which grew out of this effort to prevent war are 
thus detailed by Mr. Castillo y Lanzas, Minister 
of Foreign Relations, in his letter of March 12, 
1846, to Mr. Slidell: 


“The consul of the United States, in this capital, ad- 
drezsed on the 13th of October, to the then Minister of Por- 


eign Relations, a confidential note, wherein, referring to | 


what he bad previously stated to the Minister in an inter- 
view of the same character, says: 

“* At the time of the suspension of the diplomatic rela- 
‘tions between the two countries, General Almonte was as- 
« sured of the desire felt by the President to adjust amicably 
‘every cause of complaint between the Governments, and 
‘to cultivate the kindest and most friendly relations between 
‘the sister republics. He still continues to be animated by 
‘the same sentiments. He desires that all existing differen- 
‘ ces should be teryrinated amicably, by negotiation, and not 
‘by the sword, 

++ * Actuated by these sentiments, the President has direct- 
‘ed me to instruct you, in the absence of any diplomatic 
‘agent in Mexico, to ascertain from the Mexican Govern- 
‘ment whether they would receive an envoy from the Uni- 
* ted States, intrusted with full power to adjust all the ques 
‘tions in dispute between the two Governments. Should 
‘the answer be in the affirmative, such an envoy will be 
‘immediately deepatched to Mexico.’ 

« “To this the Ministry now in the charge of the under- 
signed, replied on the 15th of the same month, ‘that, al- 
‘though the nation is gravely offended by that of the United 
* States, by reason of the acts committed by the latter to- 
* wards the department of Texas, the property of the former, 
*my Government is disposed to receive the commissioner 
‘who may come from the United States to this capital, with 
‘full powers from his Government to arrange, in a pacific, 
* reasonable, and decorous manner, the present controversy ; 
‘thereby giving a new proof that, even in the midst of inju- 
‘ries, and of its firm determination to exact the adequate 


‘reparation, it does not repel nor despise the part of reason | 


‘and of peace to which it is invited by its adversary.’ °— 
See Ho. Doc. No. 19, p. 59, Ist session 29th Congress. 


And yet the same Minister, in the same letter, 
says: 


S90 soon as the said communication [from Mr. Slidell] 


was received by the undersigned, he proceeded to commu- | 


nicate it to his excellency the President ad interim; and he, 
after deliberately considering its contents, and maturely 


meditating upon the business, has seen fit to order the un- | 


dersigued to make Known to Mr. Slidell, in reply, as he 


now has the honor of doing, that the Mexican Government | 


cannot receive him as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to reside near it. 

“And here might the undersigned terminate his note, if 
reasons of great weight did not convince him of the neces- 
sity of making some reflections in this place; not through 
fear of the consequences which may result from this decisive 
resolve, but through the respect which he owes to reason 
and to justice,”’ 

The following are some of the * reflections,”’ 
and consequences of the acts, which occurred to 
the Minister, and were stated in the above quoted 
letter written by him: 

“ The vehement desire of the Government of the United 
States to extend its already immense territory, at the ex- 
pense of that of Mexico, has been manifest for many years ; 
and itis beyond all doubt that, in regard to Texas at least, 
this has been their firm and constant determination ; for it 
has been so declared categorically and officially by an autho- 


rized representative of the Union, whose assertion, strange 


wnd injurious as was its trankuess, has nevertheless not been 
belied by the United States.” 

‘** Considering the time as having come for carrying into 
effeet the annexation of ‘Texas, the United States, in union 
aud by agreement with their natural allies and adherents in 
that territory, concerted the means for the purpose. The 
project was introduced into the American Congress. It was 
at first frustrated, thanks to the prudential considerations, 
the circumspection, and the wisdom with which the Senate 
of the Union then proceeded. Nevertheless the project 
was reproduced in the following session, and was then ap- 
proved and sanctioned in the form and terms known to the 
whole world. 


* A fact such as this, or, to speak with greater exactness, 


so notable an act of usurpation, created an imperious ne- | 
eessity that Mexico, for er own honor, should repel it with | 


proper firmness and dignity. The Sapreme Government had 


beforehand declared that it would look upon such an act as | 


a ctsus belli; and, as a consequence of this declaration, ne- 


gotiation was by its very nature at an end, and war was the | 


only recourse of the Mexican Government.” 


Here, then, is the alleged reason, * the why,” 
Paredes declared war against the United States; 
another, behind it, was, that he had reached power 
by promising to wage war against the United States; 
and his predecessor was made to give place to Paredes 


American usurpers”’ instead of “driving them 
across the Sabine.” 


THE 


‘tured a detachment of General Taylor’s army.— | 
ros. Itis dated but one day earlier than General 


| the Rio Grande is the boundary between Texas 


| had no just cause of war against the United States. 


| and independenee as Mexico was to maintain hers. 


| their undoubted right and pounee to form such 
’ 


| fence at such union of interests, or to levy war ona 
| nation (thus formed of two) on account thereof, 


it repulsive to the dictates of justice, or conflict 


‘and the 


\ | | Ayres were each or all to ask to be admitted into 
because he had promised to treat with ‘ the North || 


He was made President to 


This appears to have been so 


} 
it 


} 
Mr. Slidell to Mr. Castillo. | 

“Jauapa, March 17, 1546. 
“The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, bas the 1 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of your excel- || 





lency of the 12th instant, by which he is informed that the | 
Mexican Government cannot receive him in his capacity of || 
Eavoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, to reside || 
near that Government. ee 
* As it is the intention of the undersigned, in conformit i} 
with his instructions, to return to the United States with 
the least possible delay, embarking at Vera Cruz, he has 
now to request that he may be furnished with the necessary | 


passports, which he will await at this place. 
* * * o 4 * * o 


“The undersigned has already excecded the limits which | 
he had preseribed to himself for reply. ‘The question has || 
now reached a point where words must give place to acts. || 
While he deeply regrets a result so little contemplated when 
he commenced the duties of his mission of peace, he is con- 
soled by the reflection that no honorable efforts to avert the 
calamities of war have been spared by his Government, 
and that these efforts cannot fail to be properly appreciated, 
not ouly by the people of the United States, but by the 
world. 

“The undersigned begs leave to renew to his Excellency 
Don J. M. de Castillo y Lanzas the assurances of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. JOHN SLIDELL. 


“ His Excellency Don J. M. pe Castrinto ¥ Lanzas, 
“ Minister of Foreign Relations and Government.” | 


In this view the Mexican Government evidently | 
concurred, as in its official reply it was not dis- || 
claimed ordeprecx:ed. On the contrary, Generals 
Ampudia and Arista were ordered to the frontier 
with troops to reinforce General Mejia; and on the 
23d of April, 1846, (but littie more than a month 
afier,) Paredes issued a declaration of war, It 
was most probably resolved on when the letter to 
Mr. Slidell was written; for General Arista, at || 
the distant city of Matamoros, on the 24th day of || 


| April, (the day he arrived there and took com- |) 


mand,) notified General Taylor *‘ that he consider- |! 
ed hostilities commenced, and should prosecute || 
them.’’ On the same day he attacked and cap- |) 


196, p. 123, 1st sess. 29th Congress.| Paredes, it | 
thus seems, held back his declaration of war until | 


‘o } 
he thought General Arista had arrived at Matamo- || 


[See General Taylor’s official letter, Ho. Doc. No. 


Arista’s notice to General Taylor. 

I have thus given the Mexican view of the 
causes of this war. With them it is not a bound- 
ary question—it is not whether the Nueces or 


and Mexico; but the grievance is, “ the annexa- 
‘tion of Texas.’’ “The Supreme Government 
‘had beforehand declared that it would look upon 
‘Such an act as casus belli; and, as a consequence 
‘of this declaration, negotiation was, by its very 
‘nature, at an end, and war was the only re- 
‘course of the Mexican Government.’”’ This is 
their own language—the language of the Mexican 
Government—not mine. The motives that have 
actuated the Mexican Government are of a char- 
acter that will not admit of justification. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mexico 


Texas was, and for ten years had been, as free, as 
independent, and as able to maintain its freedom 


The nationality of Texas had been fully admitted by 
all the leading nations of the earth. And I hold it to 
be a self-evident proposition, that if two nations of 
similar laws, manners, customs, language, and re- 
ligion, choose to unite under one form of govern- 
ment to improve their respective conditions, it is 


union; and no other nations have a right to take of- 


Is there anything wrong in this doctrine? Is 


with the rights of nations or of men, or war upon 
the enlarging interests of humanity? Unless it is 
wrong for independent men or communities peace- 
ably to unite to form a government for the promo- 
tion of happiness, and the diffusion of knowledge, 
tuity of their liberties, then was it 
right for the United States and Texas to unite their 
destinies. And if Mexico, Guatemala, and Buenos 


the United States, and the latter should agree to 
receive them, no nation could justly take excep- 
tion; for all nations have an inalienable right to 


prevent the renewal of a good understanding—to || form such governments, and live under such laws, 


prevent the making of a treaty—to force the 


ni- | and unite with such communities in the formation 
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_Union—Texas being free, independent, and, 


| others, notoriously against law, or without*law. 


| 











of such governments and laws, as they sen fit to 
form, so that they trespass not upon the rights of 


| others. In what, then, has the United States 


wronged Mexico by admitting Texas into the 


| 
Mexico, unconquerable ? ¥ 
But who can number the outrages that Mexico 
during a term of more than twenty years, commit. 
ted against the United States—outrages scarcely 


| paralleled in modern times for atrocity, rapacious. 


ness, and frequency—outrages se gross, 80 revolt. 
ing, so unblushmgly audacious, that General Jack- 


/son (who so much reprobated attacks from the 


strong upon the weak) wasat length fairly provoked 


| into a recommendation, ten years ago, to Congress 
to authorize the making of reprisals. 
‘|| Van Buren, celebrated for his diplomatic accom- 


Even Mr, 


plishments, finally acknowledged that his art was 
incompetent to the task of obtaining justice from 
Mexico, and submitted their case to Congress, 


_with a recommendation to discover a mode and 
| measure of redress that would accomplish what 
diplomacy could not. 
| spoliations upon American commerce to the large 
_ amount of $2,026,139, and gave their bonds in pay- 


The Mexicans admitted 


ment thereof. They have dishonored those bonds, 


/and the claimants remain unpaid. Besides these 
| claims, it should be recollected that claims to the 


amount of $4,265,464 were presented to the Ameri- 
canand Mexican commissioners, but were not acted 
upon for want of time. Since then, additional 
claims to the amount of more than $2,200,000 have 
been presented to the Department of State. lt is 
thus seen that depredations upon American com- 


| merce have been committed to the enormous 
/ amount of $8,491,603. 
pp. 33 and 34, Ist sess. 29th Cong.) 


(See House Doc. No. 196, 


The character of these Mexican outrages is well 
summed up in a letter addressed by Mr. Forsyth, 
the Secretary of State, to the Mexican Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, under date of May 27, 1837. In 
that letter Mr. Forsyth says: 


“ These wrongs are of a character which cannot be toler- 
ated by any government imbued with a just self-respect, 
with a proper regard for the opinions of other nations, or 
with an enlightened concern for the permanent welfare of 
those portions of its people who may be interested in foreign 
commerce. Treasure belonging to citizens of the United 
States has been seized by Mexican officers, in its transit 
from the capital to the coast. Vessels of the United States 


| have been captured, detained, and condemned upon the 


most frivolous pretexts. Duties have been exacted from 
Others 
have been employed, and in some instances ruined, in the 
Mexican service, without compensation to the owners. 
Citizens of the United States have been imprisoned for long 
periods of time, without being informed of the oflences 
with which ont were charged. Others have been murder- 
ed and robbed by Mexican officers, on the high seas, witli- 
out any attempt to bring the guilty to justice.” 

And it was in reference to cases of outrage like 
these, as ascertained and stated in the letter of Mr. 
Forsyth, that General Jackson, in 1837, in his 
message, used the following remarkable and em- 
phatic language: 


“ That the length of time since some of the injuries have 
been comuinitted, the repeated and unavailing applications 
for redress, the wanton character of some of the outrages 
upon the senor and persons of our citizens, upon the 
officers and flag of the United States independent of recent 
insults to this Government and people by the late extraor- 
dinary Mexican Minister, would justify, in the eyes of all 
nations, immediate war.”? 


But when, and under what circumstances, were 
these disgraceful outrages committed? Why, sir, 
as the Union of last night truly said: ‘* One por- 
‘ tion of these robberies was committed upon us in 
‘ the very year in which we took the lead among all 
‘nations in acknowledging the independence of 
‘ Mexico, and in procuring its acknowledgment 
‘ from England. Another portion of these crimes 
‘ was committed against us just after our treaty of 
‘amity, commerce, and navigation, had been con- 
* cluded with Mexico, in 1831. The same course 
‘ of violence and wrong-doing against us was kept 
‘up through the year 1837, in which our Govern- 
* ment rejected the first overture of Texas towards 
‘ annexation.”” And now, sir, instead of making 
reparation for wrongs like these, Mexico makes & 

retext of the annexation of Texas to the United 

tates to excuse herself for moi our forces, 
and for murdering our citizens. e er 0 
our citizens, and the blood of the murdered Cross, 
and of Porter, and of many other worthy Amert- 
can citizens, cry aloud for v e. And know- 
ing, as we do, that Texas was truly free and inde- 
pendent, and that when under Spanish, French, 
American, and Mexican rule, its territories extend- 
ed to the banks of the Rio Grande, let us not allow 
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| But suppose we—the people of the old States— 


- - ee 


ourselves to be diverted from our purpose of ex- | 


acting ample justice and reparation by insensate || 
rant about the boundaries of Texas; but rather 
Jet us rush forward—let us charge home upon these 
robbers and murderers of our fellow-citizens, and 
teach them that if our forbearance is great, our jus- 
tice when aroused is swift, terrible, and complete. 
Believing it to be our duty, and the best ae 
to push this war rapidly forward to an ear 
and to an honorable conclusion, | avow my readi- 
ness to vote ample supples of men and of money 
to effect this object. y people expect this, my | 
conscience tells me that it is right, and the im- | 
pulses of my heart render the duty a pleasing one 


; 
| 


to perform. Taxes will be cheerfully paid and |, 


men readily furnished, if we Will but do our duty: 
for the country seems to have erected a higher 
standard, to be more eager for forward, consecu- 
tive, and vigorous movements upon the enemy, 
than the majority of their representatives. I, for 
one, am ready, and am anxious to terminate this 
incongruous state of things, to terminate this de- | 
lay in supplying the President with all of the | 
sinews of war. Iam not only ready to vote men, | 
but I am ready to vote means, with which to pa 

those men who nobly jeopard their lives for their 
country. All men cannot go to Mexico; but all 
can, and most men gladly will contribute of their 
means to pay those who do go to that country 
with arms in their hands to fight, and, if needs be, | 
to die. The people will pay, cheerfully pay, all 

needful expenses: not only to maintain fleets and | 
armies, making aggressive movements intended 
“to conquer a peace,”’ but also to hold in safety 
and in subordination, such cities as may be cap- 
tured, and such provinces as may be overrun. 
For, without the power to retain, control, and gov- | 
ern occupied cities and provinces during the con- | 





certainly not safely, waged against any country 
with territories as extensive, and as sparsely pop- 


ulated, as those of the republic of Mexico. The |) 
power is indispensable, its exercise universal, and || is a proposition to which I cannot subscribe. 


the objections made to both are not more novel 


determine to interfere with the business of the 
|| people of the new States and Territories, whether 
they wish our assistance or not, can we achieve 
| any other practical result beyond that of making 
ourselves ridiculous? I fear it will be difficult if 
those to be taught by us should disregard our in- 
structions. There can be but one kind of States— 
the Constitution contemplates but one class. One 
State is as free, as independent, as sovereign, pos- 
sessed of as many constitutional rights and _privi- 
leges as any other. Exclusive privileges are not 
granted to one State and withheld from the others. 
| New States may be admitted, but the power to 
make them a secondary class—to make them a 
species of attachés to the original States, or to some 
one of them, is not conferred. The State of Ohio 
is equal every way in its rights with the State of 
Pennsylvania—lowz and Texas,as Massachusetts 
and Virginia. The new States are equal in power, 
privileges, and rights, with the old States. They 


superior class of States. New York, when the 
| State; and so were most of the old thirteen States. 
New York abolished slavery—the Constitution does 
not forbid that act; it can reéstablish slavery—for 
the Constitution does not forbid thatact. Mary- 
land can abolish slavery this year; it can reconsider 





do so. u 
until it consents to have a constitution in which 
nothing is said about slavery; but in passing 
through the constitutional gate into the Union, 
| justice, with the sword of State rights, cuts every 
| humiliating fetter, and the State enters, with a 


countenance érect, as free, as sovereign, as inde- 


If any 


|| can abolish slavery, so can the new State abolish 


slavery. ; 
power to create an inferior order of States, which 


| American States are, in verity, equal; there are no 


than they are unworthy of an attempt at a serious || superiors and inferiors—no principals and seconda- 


refutation. 

It has been with feelings of deep regret that I 
have listened to the remarks which have been made 
upon the subject of slavery, in connexion with the 
question of acquiring additional territory in pay- 
ment of spoliations committed upon our commerce. 
The agitation of this subject is premature First 
obtain the territory; then the question of what its 
organic laws shall be, will, with propriety, come 
up for discussion and for final decision. Still, as 
the question has been forced into this debate, I 
neither fear, nor shall I shun it. Thus far in ad- 


ios eee ares || morrow morning at ten o’clock, 
vance, then, my opinions npn this improperly || below its sister commonwealths; nor is power | ‘Phe House then adjourned. 
introduced subject are, that the wishés of the ma- || given to Congress to thus degrade a State. Hence || ; : 


jority of the people of each Territory, and of each 


State, now organized, or hereafter to be organized, | 


ought to, be religiously respected. If the people | 
of any Territory or of any State desire to allow 
citizens to own slaves, not my will, but theirs 
should prevail. If the people of any Territory or 
of any State desire to exclude slavery from within 
their own borders, (not their neighbors,) by all 
means allow them to do so. When the people of 
a new ar State ordain slavery or anti- 
slavery, I shall be satisfied, perfectly satisfied; for, 


Mr. Chairman, I make it a point contentedly to || State may abolish slavery. 
allow my neighbors to manage their own affairs | 


their own way. I never distress myself; my sort 
of philanthropy does not prompt me to distress 
myself, because persons a thousand miles off will 
not manage their business in a manner that I might 
think would best promote their interests. Un- 
doubtedly they lose ‘much by not following 


advice; but as they allow me to manage my affairs || 


as I please, they may do the same. The new States 
may have slaves, banks, and huge State debts, if 
they want them; 7 eee have either one of those 
“ luxuries,”’ or neither, or all three; they shall, so 
far as I am concerned, be as free as freedom. M 

democracy teaches perfect non-interference wi 

other men’s business, until they ask for my as- 
sistance; to interfere with another man’s business, 
unasked, is as thankless an occupation as any 


champion of equal rights ever followed. As it is | bodies, meddlers in other men’s matters; violent || William Vice, Eleanor Wills, Lucy Clarke, Han- 
with vndivid ' it is with States. Let each collisions between the ultras of the two parties nah J. Wick, Freelove Waid, and ae ae 
one m its own internal concerns as it may || are constantly to be apprehended, and to be guard- || strong; all which were laid upon the ’ a 
please the inhabiting it in their wisdom to || ed against. This is the avenue through which dis- || ordered to be printed. + 
direct. If they are , certainly those living || cord, with its hydra train, will endeavor to effect || Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- e 
at a distanentan q@leed ts be plesaed. an entrance into our republican Government; and || mittee of Claims, reported @ bill for the relief of f 


| ries. Congress cannot, by a law or by a treaty 
| with a foreign Power, create an inferior order of 


| nity, than the States now existing. Whena State 


to be a free and sovereign State, no congressional 
enactment, whether enacted before or after the 
creation of the State, can abridge its sovereignty, 


the Constitution. The Constitution of the United 
States has made no provision allowing a State to 
alienate its sovereignty, and thus degrade itif 


the sovereignty of the States, under the Constitu- 
tion, is inalienable. 
| as a State, according to,the forms prescribed by 
the ConStitution, is, for aught that appears in the 
| Constitution, equal, in all respects, to any other 
State; and as Congress has no power granted to it 
| authorizing it to abridge the ney of a new 
| State, any act purporting to do so would be void 
ab initio. A State, then, may establish slavery. 
Massachusetts may do so, and so may California, 
| should it ever become an American State. A 
Massachusetts has 
already done so; and Texas has the power to imi- 
tate the example. What, then, will be gained by 
not allowing the people of a new Territory to de- 
cide for themselves in this matter? As soon asa 
State is erected, the people thereof can ordain to 
have slaves; and no power on earth can constitu- 
|| tionally say, “* Why do ye so?” 

In certain portions of this country slavery, from 
many causes, not necessary now to particularize, 





exist. And in attempts to interfere with this order 
of things consists the real danger to which the perpe- 
tuity of the Union is exposed. Men are too anxious 
to pull down what they do not like, to allow us to 
sup that interference will not be attempted. 
Another class of men will always be ready to re- 
sist those whom they consider impertinent busy- 





are not an inferior class—the old States are nota | 


Constitution was adopted, was a slavcholding | 


the act, and reéstablish it next year, if it chooses to | 
Congress may refuse to admit a State | 


| pendent, as any other State. If any State can | 
tinuance of a war, war could not be successfully, || establish slavery, so can the new one. 


If this is not so, then has Congress || 


The 


States, possessed of less power, rights, and dig- | 


is once admitted and acknowledged by Congress | 


| or in any manner lessen its rights as a State under | 


A new State, once recognised || 


must, for an indefinite period of years, continue to 1 


it is from discord alone that.we have anything to 
fear; it alone can destroy the Union. Let us avoid 
discord, then, as the discovered evi! genius of our 
institutions. It is an evil more to be dreaded than 
the sirocco; it is a political miasma more fearful 
than a pestilence; itis an instrument whose strings 
are swept only by the breezes of an approaching 
desolation. Dangers from without may roll upon 
the Union high as our mountains, and not a timber 
shal! be started, not a sail rent. Our noble ship, 
guided by a united and concordant crew, shall ride 
the storm, and, upon its subsidence, pursue its on- 
ward voyage without the loss of a spar or a spike. 
But discords from within shall cause the staunchest 
ship the world hath yet seen to go down, 

* Deeper than plummet ever sounded.” 


carrying with it the last best hopes of the oppress- 
ed of all nations, shipwrecking at once the expecta- 
tions of patriots, and reanimating the hopes of the 
monarchists of the world. And who would thus 
thrust out our ship from her peaceful moorings 
into an unknown sea, in a starless night, without 
an anchor, compass, or chart, and at a time when 
the dearest interests of man are bound up in its 
destiny? Gentlemen may reason and argue; they 
may talk of the blessings of universal liberty; ex- 
patiate upon the beauties of political equality; the 
tendencies of association, and of the more general 
diffusion of knowledge. The cementing influence 
of iron, and telegraphic systems of intercommuni- 
| cation—of trade and of emigration—to strengthen 
our bonds of union, may be complacently dwelt 
upon; but the union of these States goes down into 
the same grave that entombs the rights of the 
| South !—that entombs the right, among others, to 
possess a just and equitable portion of all territory 
acquired by a disbursement of the common treas- 
| ure, or won by a union of our common arms! This 
| truth is as abiding and as immutable as justice. 
|| See ye to it whom it may concern. 


|| Mr. LONG, obtaining the floor, moved that the 
|| committee rise ; which motion was negatived. 

|| Mr. L. then proceeded to address the House; 
|| but had not proceeded far, when 

‘|| Mr. MeCLERNAND rose and said that he was 
‘| disposed to give the honorable gentleman from 
'| Maryland an opportunity to address the committee 
| under more favorable circumstances, (the lateness 
| of the hour having caused a large proportion of 
' vacant seats,) and he would therefore, with his 

{Mr. L.’s] consent, move that the commitee rise. 
Mr. LONG acquiesced. 
(| On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the com- 


|| mittee then rose, and the chairman reported. 
‘| On motion of Mr. HARALSON, it was ordered, 
|| that when the House adjourn, it be to meet to- 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, January 9, 1847. 

The ELouse, in pursuance of its order of yester- 
|| day, met at ten o’clock. 
i The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


|| Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
|| Means, on leave given, reported the following 
|| bills: 

| A bill making appropriations for the current and 
‘| contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
| for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various 
|| Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1848; 

|| _A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 


| vice for the year ending 30th June, 1848; and 
|| A bill making appropriations for the support of 
| the army for the year ending 30th June, 1848; 
| which several bills were a first and second 
‘time, and committed toa Committee of the Whole 


1 on the state of the Union. 


| Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
| Jutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
cases of Nancy Martin, Alexander Bills, Jesse 
| Roberts, Lyddal Estas, oe Moore, David 
Pugh, heirs of Robert Allison, deceased, John 
Stout, Sophia Albrecht, Knight, John lar Green, 


j 
j 


Grace Hudnut, Sarah Knight, John Blair Finley, 


Andrews, George Alford, Nicholas Siscoe, 
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. SS = jcould | bleed eink “ 


William Culver, which was twice read, and com- || Sir, if I could look behind the record, I could blessed religion ? Why did they not leave to 








mitted to a Committeb of the Whole House to- | exhibit a frightful picture of wrongs inflicted by | and circumstances—to the progress of homenn 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. || Mexico upon the lives and property of our citizens. | self, the final disposition of this question : Dit 

On motion of Mr. JAMES McDOWELL, on I could point to the persevering rejection of all | the acquisition of the territory depend on the ques. 
leave, peaceful overtures, and her contumelious refusal | tion whether it was to be free territory or slaye ter. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- | \ receive a minister with the olive branch of |ritory? Let them set aside these distracting diffe, 
| €nces, and present an undivided front in the prose. 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency peace, 

of so amending the law in relation to the appoini- |, But, sir, we are told that this is an unjust war. |! cution of the war; and if they acquired any terri. 

ment and duties of chaplains for the army, a8 to | I will not libel the illustrious dead by giving utter- |! tory, let the terms of admission be referred to the 
question of 





authorize their appointment for the army when ance to such a sentiment. Were the heroic Ring- | treaty-making power. Had not the 
elsewhere than in post, and that said committee gold, the intrepid Cross, and chivalrous Watson, | slavery been settled by the Constitution itself? Fie 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise, prosecuting an aggressive and unjust war when invited the attention of gentlemen on that floor to 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. they fell as martyrs in their country’s cause? || the language employed by Mr, Pinckney, of South 

j With « fame not less distinguished than that of || Carolina—a man emineni in that day—with regard 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that the resolution Leonidas and his Spartans, they are canonized by |! to the terms on which that settlement Was effected. 

their countrymen; and the mournful pageant late- | It would be seen that the East yielded up the ques. 

ly exhibited, when age and youth vied in expres. || tion of slavery to the South On account of great 
sions of condolence, and when beauty poured its | advantages commercially gained by the former, | 

tears upon the bier, exhibit the proud spectacle of || He would read a brief extract from the debates jy, 
endifig the question on the above motion ie ihe o eallag reciting patriotism eet ae ved the | 

5 ; ‘eikin eee Sa Sir, those gallant men died in no unjust war, un- || «Mp, mekney moved to postpone report, in favor of 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the recognized by their country. Their Smaunaarhcaee the following propositivn : 


. os . “*<'Phat no aet of the legislature for the Purpose of ree 
acted as incentives to further patriotic efforts on © lati * ; ith fe 
: ; : +, ae? . paincoed ating the commerce of the United States With for 
on the state of the Union, (Mr Geonce S. Hous the part of the country; and so long as patriotism rit, 


‘ W ¢ . » 

+ ; ‘eede . der powers, and among the several States, shall be Passed with. 
TON Wy = are) and yb . — d a ~ ae Daal, and chivalry are appreciated, their fame will last. |; ‘out the assent of two-thirds of the meinbers of each House.» 
Yon of the bill to raise for a limiter ime an addi- | gi : ‘ ; is war ||, “He remarked, that there were five distinct commereisy 
tional military force, and for other purposes, and for conguedt pare, bene, prosecution of moa || interests: 1. ane fisheries and West India trade, which 
the amendments, This bill, as originally reported, } : I y | belonged to the New England States. 2. The interest of 


agreed to on Thursday last, terminating all debate 
in Committeee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the bill to raise for a limited time an ad- | 
ditional military force, and for other purposes, at 
two o’clock this day, be rescinded. 





House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
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t 

we are covered with dishonor. Are we prepared || staples of the two middie States, (New Jersey and Penn, I 
r 

d 

8S 

£ 


follow Opposed? If we remain still and fold our arms, || New York lay in a free trade. 3, Wheat and flour, the 
IS 48 lollows: 
to raise fur a limited time an additional militar ‘ rigs ‘ ieve. |, SVivania.) 4, Tobaceo, the staple of Maryland and Vir. 
g A BILL force, and for other purposes, . culaeeaeaea pa aoe ian = oe ea |) ginia, and partly of North Carolina. 5. Riee and indigo, the 
Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives Sof Palo Alto, Resaca de ‘a Fatma, and Mon- || staples of South Carolina and Georgia. These different jn. 
Of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Twat, | terey? Why not mark out a line for our bounda- || terests would be a source of Oppressive regulations, if yo 
3 i in addution to the present military establi hment of the Uni ry, and fortify our position? | cannot, for the life | check to a bare Majority should be provided. _ States pursue 
, ted States, there shall be raised and organized, under the di- |} of me com rehend hin distinction that we car i| their interests with less seruple than individuals. The 
rection of the President, one regiment of dragoons and nine 5 “4 ! : 2 eet || power of regulating commerce Was @ pure concession on 
regiments of infantry, each to be composed of the sane num rally for the country while at war, and still Oppose || the part of the southern States. They dtd not need the pro- tl 
f ber and rank of commissioned Otlicers, non commissioned | the measures for national redress. The procla- || tection of the northern States at present. n 
; otfeers, musicians, privates, &c., as are provided for a rezi- | mation of the first President of the United States || “Mr. Martin seconded the motion, : 
5 ment of dragoons and infantry respectively under existing was intended to revent an appeal on the part of | * General Pinckney said, it was the true interest of the 
4 laws, and who shall receive the same pay, rations, and | ™ . | oh appe p {| southern States to have no regulation of commerce ; but, 
; allowances, bo subject to the sane regulations, and to the Genet, the F rench Minister, to the people, as con- || Considering the loss brought on the commerce of the eastern 
; — “se morro of at ina That ; shall be = ee tradistinguished from their rulers; and we know i| viewe" of Sean ee and the interearanet towards ~ 
for the President of the Unites tates, in the recess o the | i ‘ j ivpati . || View ar .. he 2S south- 
= 3 Senate, to appoint such of the commission: d officers autho- pouneed ae atienation ve tie — T Be de ern States had in being united with the strong eastern States, 
si rized by this actas may not be appointed daring the present a ¥ a caper yo are ary oO 2 ate, _ he thought it proper that no fetters should be imposed on 
. session, which appointments shatt be submitted to the Sen- he adverted to differences in our political family. || the power of making commercial regulations, and that his 
i ate at their next session for Bet nition and consent. The refusal of the French Secretary of State to |! would be rete 10 this. liberal te, enstern — 
: Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during the con- Ce] inister —e |} wou » reconciled to this libe . € had himself, he 
; tinuance of the rae Mexico,” the term Of Unlicsnen, receive our Ministe ', unless with a douceur, roused {| said, prejudices against the eastern States before he came 


of tie men to be recruited for the regiments authorized by | @ spirit of indignation through this land, which 1 here, but would acknowledge that he had found them as 
this act, and for the regiment of dragoons, artillery. infan- || gave birth to the Sentiment, of thousands for de- || liberal and candid as any nen whatever,’ 





; try, engineers, aud riflemen, of the present establishment, fence, but not a cent for tribute. Is that sentiment | From that would be perceived the principles of 
; oe ten the war,” or five years, at the option of || not fostered how? What has been the barrier to | mutual concession on which the general peace and 
3 Bec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the President of | the association of Mr. Webster with the Presi- 1 harmony were preserved on the establishment of 
f the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and | dency but his votes during the late war, 1n not || the Constitution. But he did not intend to zo into 
With the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint one voting the necessary supplies to ourarmy? Colos- || any discussion, historical or otherwise, of the 

| additiona) major to each «of the regiments of dragoons, arti}- las he ia in ; Mut d laces ae l] . ’ —— 
- lery, infuntry, and riflemen it the army of the Umten Sutes, Sl as he is in inte ect, and stanc Ing preéminent || — of slavery. Yethe could not refrain, in 
4 who shall be taken from the captains of the army, upon the great constitutional questions of the day, | this connexion, from quoting a short extract from 
: Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That to cach of the | his prospects are dimmed, if not marred, by that || the elder Adams, in order to contrast his language 

9 regiments of dragoons, arti] ery, iufantry, and rif emen, there || upfor unate co : 0 . e : > 
§ shail be allowed a regimental quartermaster, to be taken iS = r Po; cate cae di es not eee the |) with that which some gentlemen of the present day 

| from the subalterns of the line, who shail be allowed ten || Ant of Poindexter, o 3. Ssippl, in the Senate expressed on that floor: 

‘ dollars additional pay per month, and forage tor two horses, Chamber of the United States, when, in his Im- “Mr. John Adams®bserved, that the nambers of peuple 
> See. 5. and be it further enacted, That there shall be passioned strain of oratory, Mr. Webster declared | are taken, by this article, asa index of the wealth of the 
5 allowed and paid to every able-bodied man who shall be that, in defence of the Constitution, he would be | state, and Not as subjects of taxation ; that, as to this matter, 
‘ duly enlisted to serve in the army for the term of five years, found in the front rank Poindexter ked, « Wi it was of no consequence by what name you called your 
t or during the war, a bounty of twelve dollars; but the pay- : SH. ae _ people, whether by that of freemen or of slaves ; that, in 
: ment of six dollars of the said bounty shall be deterred until | rank he sustained in the late war? 7 . | some countries, the laboring poor are cailed freemen, in 
; the recruit shall have joined the regnuent for duty in which; We have been told that the Opposition to the war | others they were cailed slaves; but that the difference as w 
; he is to serve. is not marked by sreater asperity here than the pros- || the state was imaginary only. What matters it whether a 
' Mr. LONG, who held the floor from yesterday, || ecution of the war against the colonies was char- || !tudlord, employing ten laborers on his rams give them an- 
we I . . 7 Te : - || hually as much money as will buy them the necessaries wf 
then rose and said; ; . : . acterized in debate in the British Parliament, Sir, || life, or give them those necessaries at short hand? The ten 
Mr, Cuainman: I rise with unaffected diffidence | there is no analogy between the cases. Does |! laborers add as much wealth to the state, increase its ex- 
upon this important question, | had hoped that | Mexico stand to us in the relation of bone of our ris as much in the one case as the other. Certainly five 


this question would not be viewed through the | bone and flesh of our flesh, as the colonies did to tor the papeacer oes me more Pundred ree? surplus 


medium of party, but that all sectional and party || Great Britain? Was Mexico compelled to leave || fore the state in whieh the laborers are called freemen, 
feelings would be offered upon the altar of patriot- | us, as the colonists did their homes, for civil and || should he taxed no more than that in whieh are those called 
ism. This, sir, is a question eternal as the hills, religious liberty? Have we attempted to tax || slaves. Su » by an extraordinary operation of nature or 


| 
= SE . ; | -half the laborers of a state could, in the course 
and must survive the ephemeral distinctions of || Mexico without suffering her to be represented, or Some ees be transformed into slaves ; would the State be 
party, I will not now enter into the discussion i] 


made any attempt in that respect? Sir there is | the poorer, or the less able to pay taxes? "Phat the 
whether the Rio Grande should have been crossed. || the same iebasitlenes between ns cases = Hives. i} pen of the laboring rin most countries—that of the 
1 will not look aatine 0 second. The act of May | rion has to a satyr. pepe vas arly, Of the northern States—is as abject 
13th, sanctione: *y the Congress of the United | After some further remarks in this strain, in which 3 . 
States, has declared the country to be in a state of '| he called on all to render to the Executive, in whose | en Re ee all eae ee “J 
war provoked by Mexico, and while a state of war | hands the suffrazes of the ople had placed the “Wa Fp round and seek to im os te r 
lusts, I feel constrained to sustain the flag of my || administration of the nation, affairs, a just and vig- 1 meee ge the South? Tex the Nort, aon. in 
country, Sir, I will not attempt to nullify and Set || orous Support in the prosecution of the war, Mr. L. gece irit of compromise exhibited'b their 
at naught the existing law of the land—particularl i] went on to say, that the question of slaver had f — Od the ps Pp ; - this Raceattte y a 
when a hostile force is arrayed against us, Stand. | been introduced, with all its distractions and disad. || f¢ Oe a ad fir Phat to tae oe - 
ing here as the representative of a district of Mary- vantages, into the discussion of & subject connect. || HON. , Wr, ~ pe hi the oie 
land, I will not withhold the necessary supplies, | ed with the foreign relations of the country. That Union ere they v. r paraly: 


and paralyze the arm of the Executive of the Uni- || in his j most i icious—that arm of the Executive ? t 4 
ted Sinton The Rubicon is now passed, and I eo temeee ions : sre most — | to time, which would settle it satisfactorily to all. 


elect to take my stand as uncom romisingly op- ible. ' d 
to Mexico till honorable pees be atiatn i Rees Smeahentae msn utility could || Selves. t they implored their northern brethren 


t is not now necessary for me to taunt the Execu- || it be to ; i "0 0Ole meeliak permission to import slaves. un- 
tive with havin permitted Santa Ana to return to | Ganesan ae a a fedeen rts umn on ° aa 
Mexico, nor will I suffer myself to be jeered at as | and bitterness, which had been all sealed up by a | had taken place between. those parts — union 
eau policy which subseryes the interests | compromise? Why did not gentlemen eratinte 
of Sante Ana. ' the wise and beneficea, spirit of the Author of their 








1847. 


—— 





co avoid the dangers which would inevitably fol- || he reserved the inalienable right of seolding the || 


jow their course, if it were persisted in. 


members of that glorious Confederacy? Were 
they, indeed, prepared for such a suicidal course ? 
He warned them of the danger? He reminded 
them that all the horrors of civil war were in the 
distance if they persisted. Let them reflect on the 


human race would be blasted forever. He did 
most fervently hope, that they would be relieved 
of this exciting question. But some gentlemen 
had said that this was a mere war of dollars and 
cents. Was Mexico, then, to get off by bank- 
ruptey? How could the United States obtain a 


oe settlement of the account with Mexico, except || 


y the compulsory law of arms? They had now 
resorted to war—that ultima ratio regwm; and they 


|| heaven—talk till doomsday, when and where they 
|| would! 
|| had referred, remarked: 
consequences of such a war. The last hopes of the | 


4 it was the fault of their ‘ gallant general in the 





é é ere || President upon all occasions. They were told that | 
they, he asked, prepared, like Marius, amid the || because they talked about “aid and comfort,” | 
ruins of Carthage, to weep over the disjointed || therefore they wished to suppress the free expres- 

| sion of opinion, 


|| fault of our gallant general in the field.” 


| 

















1 


He (Mr. F.) would say, talk as 
much as they pleased—talk to the four winds of | 


But his friend from Georgia, to whom he 


*“ We have victories without advantages, and it is not the 


He would attempt to show, as he proceeded, that 


field,’’ and that there was an attempt there to place 


| the responsibility upon the President, when it pro- | 


| 
| 


|| his power. 


| perly rested elsewhere. He proceeded to quote: 


““ He has done all that could be done with the means in 
After the battles of the Sth and 9th of May, the 


|, Mexican army escaped, because we had no means of follow- 
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depét as near as Cerralvo in his rear, to transport with his 
army of six thousand mea a supply to subsist it longer than 
two days after the 24th, (the day of the capitulation,) and had 








|| during the engagement to despatch his train back to Cer- 


ralve. Had this concentration been effected, Geneyal Tay tor 
would have had with his army before Monterey orf month's 
supplies, when he could have enforced an unconditional 
surrender of the town and forces, or followed in their rear 
in retreating, and eventually have captured or massacred 
Ampudia’s entire army. 

“Had not the Chihuahua expedition been planned, and 


|, had the force and supplies of that army been promptly con- 


| centrated on General Taylor, we would have been before 
| Monterey eight weeks sooner, when it might have been 


taken without firing a gun. And why was this Chihuahua 
expedition a'portion of the plan of campaign? Was it not 


| reasonable to suppose that after our victories before Mata- 


| ations? 


moros, our enemy would occupy and hold as strategic points 
Monterey and Saltillo, covering the strongest passes in the 
Sierra Madre, and having San Luis Potosi as a base of oper 

San Luis should then have been, in the plan of 
campaign, the objective point, and all of our energies should 
have been exerted on thie line. As it turns out, General 
Kearny takes New Mexico without firing a gun, Chihuahua 


ee ee 


_ 

ls ation io Be 

me ces 
hati sae 


“ 


Sie we 
a gees Pe 


— yy. 


fee 
- pin hab & 


ae 
 ahetcie 


i a 
Pepe hae 
Pg peg 
ce ae 


: : || ing up our victories.” 1] Ay 

were bound by every consideration of self-respect, a : js || is taken by a email detachment from his command without ‘Fs 

d interest, and national honor, to prosecute it 1} Yes, sir, ‘* he has done all in his power! Why || firing a gun, and after the battle of Monterey General Woe! 2 Tbe 
and : ae ane fi ’ P “ © My || did not he cut the Mexicans off? Why did he || ®trives at Monclova, and reports his advance on Chihuahua “a ahaa 
until all its just ends were fully accomplished. In {| fler them to cross tl cant H k that || %8 Useless, whilst our enemy, whipped at Monterey, aban- ee 
reference to obtaining the necessary means for pros- | “ od . roe nO. FAVORS e new wa || dons Saltillo and eoncentrates at San Luis, which he never 4 ee 
ecuting the war, some gentlemen had strongly dep- | General Taylor said that he had no ponton bridge; || could have done had General Wool’s army been promptly t2% 
recated a tax on tea and coffee. But if it were | but why did he not follow them into the river? wnloed with General Taylor’s. oe to tiie error in the bE 

: . ; » iE i j yen. || Plan of campaign our enemy not only gained time to fort es 
necessary for the preservation of the national honor Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL. I will give the gen- || I paign to fortity < 


he would tax tea and coffee. He knew that such a 
tax was not expedient; but true patriotism should 
be ready for any sacrifice. 
reap all possible benefit from the war; and if the 
debt incurred should oblige them to resort to the 
sound principles of the tariff of 1842, he would not 
greatly repine at such a result. [A laugh.] 


It was his desire to || mouthful of food; and I ask, if they were then— || 


| after that hard-fought battlek—two thousand against 


In conclusion, he made an eloquent roe to | 


the patriotism of gentlemen on that floor. He re- 
minded them that to them had been committed the 


special guardianship and defence of human liberty. | 


They occupied the advance guard of the great army 


of freedom. To that a world’s hope— 
s and followers of freedom | 


the eyes of all the frien 
in every land were anxiously directed. Let them, 
then, act under a fall sense of their great responsi- 
bilities. Away with all mere partisan feelings; 


away with the paltry and fleeting sectional inter- | 


ests of the hour, which would lead their minds and 


in all sincerity and with all purity of motive, he 
was prepared to render to that Administration to 
whom the destinies of the countr 


had been con- | 


fided, a hearty, generous, and ardent support, in | 
the present crisis—a crisis big with the fate, not | 


only of that republic, but of the great cause of civil 
and religious liberty througtrout the world. 
Mr. FICKLIEN then addressed the committee. 


tleman an answer in a very few words. Those | 


| brave men, when they fought the battle of Resaca | 
de la Palma, had been thirty hours without a | 


| treasure and blood which: she has expended; but as it is, we 


Mr. FICKLIN. 
the battle ? 
_Mr. INGERSOLL. Because they had not time, 
sir. 
Mr. FICKLIN proceeded to read: 


“The enemy had full leisure to fortify himself in his | 


hy did not they eat before | 


} strongholds, and, after the lapse of near five months, our 
generals were again able to advance upon the enemy with | 


'| by the editors of the Picayune. The writer, as 
| fruits of victory by an inability to pursue the enemy after the | 


an insufficient force, and defeat him, and again lose the 


capture of Monterey. 


That place capitulated on the 24th | 
Septei:sber. 


Our Government, always brave in words, and 


energetic in giving empty orders, terininated the armistice ; i} 
| but tae army is unable, for want of mere transporation and 
hearts from the plain path ofduty. All knew that || en es teeter oa 

; ‘ i] can general, rom p rresiden urn is rec re enemy, bas | 
he, too, had his party attachments and his party || made a stand, and, from our information, is ready to fight i| 
feelings; but if he knew anything of his own heart, || 


munitions of war, to advance upon Potosi, wihere the Mexi- | 


us. The President has, all this time, had ample powers to 
furnish men and munitions to our generals. If he had sent | 
the fifty thousand men we authorized in May last, the coun- 
try would have reaped some substantial advantages from the | 


| are as far from conquering a peace as we were the day we | 


started in this unfortunaic war. When the President deter- 
mined to cross the Rio Grande, he should have done it with 
an adequate force to produce decisive results. With the 
Government in the hands of our present rulers, we are con 

stantly liable to have the nation disgraced in the midst of its 
victories.”’ . 


| and fight at Monterey, but, as a natural consequence from it, 
he also gained time again to concentrate al San Luis. With 
the combined material of the two armies, the objective 
point—San Luis—might have been gained, and, by a deci- 
sive action with Ampudia’s forces alone, at that point, the 


| campaign might have been ended, and probably the war. 


AA J '| These are some of the difficulties under which we have 
| seven thousand—in any condition to plunge into | 


| the river and follow ay Mexicans? 


labored, and but for which oar army could have done much 
more for the country. By these General Taylor has been 
trammeltled in his operations, and has not had an opportuni 
ty to display to the world what he could have done, had the 
| plan of campaign been framed on military principles.” 
That letter, Mr. F. said, was written by a person 
| who did not wish to be regarded as one of the 
_seribblers in the army, but as speaking ex cathedra. 
He was an officer in the army, and perhaps one of 
the general’s staff. His letter was endorsed in full 


| they perceived , admitted that General Taylor would 
| not have gone to Monterey with barely six thou- 
sand men if he could have been provided with 


| what he deemed a suitable foree—that he was not 


| the man to go and jose a battle—thereby admitting 
| that six thousand men was not, in his opinion, 


| sufficient to achieve the battle, and for other ne- 


| cessary purposes, 


Further: that correspondent 
thought that it was the fault of the Government 
that the war had progressed soslowly. The Gov- 
ernment had not provided the means requisite for 
prosecuting it with rapidity and success—vigor 
and quick success. He (Mr. F.) concurred with 
him tn the opinion that the war had gone on at a 
snail’s pace, and altogether too slowly for the ac- 


oe 
. 
- 


> 


In reference to the course which had been pursued 
by members of the Whig ri upon that floor, | 
he said, it seemed to him that they should first | 


complishment of the objects intended. If it should S 
And he might add, with the army in the com- || be continued to be carried on at the same rate for 

mand of a Whig general, and with the opposition || four or five years longer, it would break down the 
place themselves in a position to be responsible for | of Whig members upon that floor, there was no || popularity of a General Washington even. He 
whatever was said on their part during the pro- || doubt that the war would be crippled. Further, || had understood that General Taylor did not take 
gress of the debate. But was this done in the | he had found in the New Orleans Picayune of the || fall supplies with him to Monterey, because he 
present instance? Was there such unity of opin- | 27th ultimo a ere letter, intended no || did not expect to havé a battle there. But the 
ion among them as would make their party respon- |, Taylor from what was re- || Government did not furnish him with the neces- 


sae 


| doubt to shield Genera 


spble for what was said? During the war of 1812 | 


there was but one common sentiment with the 
Federalists—that was open, bold, manly opposi- 
tion to the war. But how was it with that party 


now? He found upon that floor but fourteen gen- | 


tlemen who were ready to take the responsibility 
of openly opposing the war. Here, then, had 
been a great deal of clamor, a great blustering of 
words, but whenever they had been called upon to 
vote on the subject up to the present time, bat 
fourteen gentlemen dared to have their names 
recorded in ition to the war. 
was the aspect of the subject as presented by the 
honorable gentlemen ont thuoede [Mr Feckee| 
and Massachusetts [Mr. Winrnror,] to whose 
speeches he always listened with pleasure, to say 
the least, because they always talked not only 
well, but sensibly? The ground which they and 


the gentleman from Indiana had taken on this sub- comet - poh anpienn po a Taetnamsaian teu lor, for burying those volunteers on the banks of % 
seats formed-one class of the Whig party. There || Gv omment this principle did not enter as an element into the Rio Grande. Wherever the troops were nius- * 

as one class upon the stump upon the war ques- || the t plan of campaign, and all ng || tered intoservice, they rae became subject % 
nie was another class for the war, among | out of it are necessarily Generis eppened to it. we met || to General Taylor’s orders. If through the blun- 
whic was 


, [Mr. Lone,} whose elo- have been rendered much more apparent, | men had been kept back, it certainly was not the " 

quent remarks they had pes heard. " there ae ral Woon, with 1 bar tires ed sataoiiten ay ot fault of the volunteers, fier thay bad net on oppor- + 

was a third class, who voted with Polk, and talked || transportation and subsistence, had been en || tunity of showing their valor; but if the President a3 

with Santa Ana. gobbled with the turkeys Reetrel Davies, mews tie later Repeawnines Se had detained them, then he, for one, was willing : 

and roosted with shipeka loon [A laugh. Now Sacaraaen ro preschagaee Poet neg i eon and || to see the guilt of that matter cast upon him. If 4 

his honorable friend from Georgia (Mr. Toomss] || having to leave behind him bis battery train on that aecount? || it was the of General Taylor, let not the let- 4 
General Taylor had not sufficient transportation, with a 


| 


_ garded in the army as a failure on his part, which || sary amount of ammunition. He would have taken 


| he desired the Clerk to read. 





It was accordingly | 
read, as follows: 
“ Monrerey, Mexico, December 9, 1846. 
* In writing of the operations of the campaign, I beg that | 
I may not be classed among the ‘ scribblers from the army,’ | 
who write only to trumpet forth their own fame and that of | 
their cor oing justice to none, injustice to many, and | 
blinding the people as to the operations of the army. Sueh | 
letters are read with deep regret, for they are disparaging to | 
the reputation and good name of the American sokdiery. I | 
suppose the people are, and indeed ought to be, satisfied | 
with the achievements of the army. Webave accomplished | 
a great deal under many difficulties and trammels, and | 
having done so much we inust claim the privilege of point- | 
ing out those difficulties and trammels, of showing cause | 
why they should never have existed, and proving that had 
they not existed we should be mueh farth 
attaining our object—an advan 1s peace. 5 
« The fundamental principle in war is ‘to operate, with 
superior forces, a combined movement on a decisive point,’ 
and no plan of ean be promptly successful unless 


advanced in 


7 


Monterey without firing a gun, if the requisite sup- 


|| ply of ammunition had been afforded him. There 


| was sufficient time, after the battles of the 8th and 
| 9th of May, for the Government to have furnished 
| him with a suitable supply of men and ammuni- 
| tion to have enabled him to march to Monterey 


| twelve weeks earlier than he did, and he would 


have done it if the supplies had been provided, it 
was said. But deduct from the whole number of 
troops sent to Mexico, those who had fallen in 





battle, or were disabled by wounds or sickness, 
and also those who were transferred to other com- 
mands, and there yet remained fifteen thousand 
troops subject to the control of General Taylor at 
the time of the siege of Monterey. Why were 
they not there. He, for one, had never been able 
to find a good reason, on the part of General Tay- 


ders of the President, or the War Department, these 


ter writers, and gentlemen upon that floor, atiempt 
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to shield him, and throw the blame upon the Presi- || The question of slave 





dent. 
assured that t 


If they persisted in doing so, let them rest | 
#. country would set the matter right. | 


He concurred, then, with his honorable friend from | 
Georgia, that this war had been prosecuted ineffi- | 


ciently, and that it was the fault of the general in 
charge that he was not at Monterey at least eight 
weeks sooner, and that he had not prosecuted the 
war with more vigor. 

Mr. F. had said, that the Whig party was di- 
vided into three separate classes. He desired now 


to say that he believed that the war would be prose- | 


cuted by the joint vote of both parties, because the 
responsibility would not be taken by the Whig 
party of voting against supplies; for, as had been 
well said by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Lone,| Mr. Webster, who voted against the sup- 
plies in the war of 1812, had, by that act, eouel 


aut | 


a mildew—an odium—upon him from the people, | 


from which he had never since been able to rise. 
While Mr. Clay had been presented to the people 
three times for the Presidency, and had been a very 
opular man in every respect with his party, Mr. 

ebster had been kept down, and had never been 
presented as a candidate for that high office. Mr. 
Clay advocated the war of 1812; Mr. Webster 
opposed it. Mr, Clay was a fearless adviser 
of the 
opposed it, The friends of the one would rally 
around the standard which had been thus nobly 
erected by the one, and sustain it upon that floor; 
those who had been the warmest friends and sup- 
worters of the other, were now beginning to desert 
7 As authority for this allusion to Mr. Clay, 


wesent war with Mexico; Mr. Webster | 


he quoted the following passage from his remarks | 


at the late dinner at New Orlcans: 


“T have been sent to the retirement of private life, in 
which T acquiesce with pleasure, as it gives me an oppor- 
tunity of recruiting my health, and for iny own personal 
improvement. But, although leading a life of retirement, I 
am not altogether unobservant of the proceedings relatin 
to the condition, welfare, and prospects of our country; oad 
when I saw around me, to-night, General Brook and other 
old friends, I felt half inclined to ask for some litte nook or 


corner in the army, in which [ might serve in avenging the | 


wrongs of my country. [Applause.] I have thought that I 
might yet be able to capture or to slay a Mexican. [Ap- 
plause.} I shall not be able to do so, however, this year; 
but hope that success wiil still crown our gallant arms, and 
the war terminate in an honorable peace.”’ 


Mr. SCHENCK desired to know whether that | 


speech was introduced early or late at the dinner. 
‘cvreget 

Mr. FICKLIN said he should not attempt to de- 
cide a question involving the subject of temperance. 
[Renewed laughter.] He had no doubt (he con- 
tinued) that the war would be sustained by the 
friends of Mr. Clay throughout the Union. He 
believed there was an adequate cause for the war, 
and should not, therefore, undertake to repeat what 
had been said on that point. In regard to the con- 
tinuance of the war, all the clamors and threats of 
New. England would not deter them from a vigor- 
ous prosecution of it to a speedy and honorable 
termination. All the opposition which New Eng- 
land could marshal against them was but as the 
evening breezes compared with the tornado of hos- 
tility which was raised against the war of 1812. 
Indeed, he could refer the House to extraets before 
him from sermons delivered from the pulpits of 


Massachusetts, and the editorial remarks of va- | 
rious newspapers of that State, published during 


the war of 1812, and denunciatory of that war, and 


even suggesting and using means to paralyze the | 


. . s 
Government in the prosecution of that war. 

Mr. F. here quoted a passage from the * Olive 
Branch,” 


stating that ‘*the war [of 1812] was | 


* founded in falsehood, declared without necessity, | 
‘and that its real object was extent of territory by | 
‘unjust conquests, and to aid the late tyrant of | 
* Europe in his view of aggrandizement,”’ together | 
with various other passages from the same work | 


of a similar tenor, and argued that there were then, 


as now, aclass of persons who were so tender- | 


hearted as to oppose the Government in the prose- 


cution of the war, and thus afford “ aid and com- | 


fort to the enemy.”’ ; 
Mr. F. concluded with a few remarks on the bill 


under consideration, and opposed it on the ground | 


that it was not practicable; that its provisions 


could not be fully carried out within less than two | 


years; and that a standing army would be entailed 
upon them, which he could never agree to. They 


had already three times too many officers; he | 


would by no means, then, have General Scott create 
a new swarm of them. 


| 
| 
| 
’ 
’ 





who should settle upon the newly-acquired territo- 
ries, or to the consideration of the Government at 


some future day, if those territories should ever | 


desire to come into the Union. 
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ry he would leave to those } stitutionality; but in that ees 
ne 


Mr. HARALSON, (chairman of the Committee | 
on Military Affairs,) then addressed the committee 
| at length, in mrper of the bill. [Mr. H.’s speech 


will be published in the Appendix. ] 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON next obtained the 
floor. He said: 


Mr. Chairman: Having struggled for three days 
for the floor, and having failed in every eflort, on 


yesterday I gave up all hope of success, and this | 


morning left at my room the notes which I had 
eonywre: to direct me in the course of my remarks; 
sut having been induced by my friends to make 











Seinen tetenanaanmee ——— . ’ 
\ I leaned t 
the extension and maintenance of t liberty oa 
| privilege of the citizen; I regarded the volunteers 


as militia, and as such gave them the right of ay. 
pointing their own officers. Under that act the 
construction is, that the President cannot acce " 
directly the services of companies, battalions. or 
regiments, as they may be tendered, but he is coy). 
| Strained first to make a demand upon the Execy 
tives of the several States. This requires. time 
_and causes much delay and expense. If we jn. 
tend to raise these troops directly, and authorize 
their acceptance by the President, we have no » " 
_ tion regarding them, either as volunteers or of the 
regular army. The Constitution stands directly 
In our way, and blocks up our path. Article 9 
section 2, the latter part of the second clause + 


another effort, and having unexpectedly succeeded |, in these words: 


the floor, 1 shall proceed directly, in the limited 
tume allowed me, to the discussion of the questions 
raised by this bill. Those who have preceded me 
have covered, with more ability than I possess, 
much of the ground which I had intended to occupy; 
but the field is so wide, and the range of discus- 


| 





which shall be established by law. 


! 


sion so comprehensive, that I may be pardoned, | 


even at this late period of debate, for trespassing 
upon the patience of the House. 

The chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, who reported this bill, has informed the 
House that it was drawn up and introduced in 


conformity with the urgent recommendations both I} 


of the President and Secretary of War. He in- 
forms us, also, that in pursuance of the authority 


conferred upon the President by the act of last | 


session to call for and accept the services of fifty 
thousand volunteers, that about thirty-three thou- 


sand had been called for; and that, by virtue of | 


that law, he'can still call for seventeen thousand 
volunteers; and admits, that so far as voluntecrs 


are concerned, there is no necessity for this act. | 


And the question propounded is, Shall we increase 
the regular establishment by the addition of ten 
regiments, whose term of service shall continue 
during the war with Mexico and no longer ? 

It is well known to those who have done me the 
honor to observe my course since I have occupied 
a seat in this House, that no member has been 
more decisive in his opposition to a large standing 


army in a time of peace, and in his preference for | 


the volunteer, service than myself. I hope the day 
will never come when the freemen of this repub- 
lic should feel that the question of peace or war 
is a mere question whether ourarmy shall or shall 
not be actively employed; that thé day will never 
come when any freeman who enjoys the protection 
of our Constitution and laws, shall feel himself ex- 
empted from those personal sacrifices which the 
honor, the rights, and the integrity of the institu- 
tions of that country may demand. But in a time 
of war the case is altered altogether,and these max- 
ims have no application. Now, we are told that the 
ten regiments proposed, whose services are to con- 


in obtaining so great a boon as the occupancy of || 


“And he [the President] shall nominate, and, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambas 
sadors, other public ministers, and consuls, judges of the 
, Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States 
| Whose appointments are not herein provided for, and 


A y _ But Congress may, by 
law, vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they 
think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of jaw 

or in the heads of departments.” , 

This clause, without an argument, appears to 
me conclusive. And while ] do not, as a friend 
of the Administration, desire to confer this patron. 
age upon him, knowing full well that it cannot 
be exercised without prejudice to his popularity 

oo I feel constrained by the Constitution which i 
1ave sworn to support, to do so, and I have no 
fear of its improper exercise. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here remarked, that 
there were half a dozen gallant and spirited young 
men of Pennsylvania ready, on the passage of this 
bill, as reported by the Committee on Militar 
Affairs, to offer themselves, body and soul, in the 
service of their country; and he doubted not that 
the President would commission them. 

Mr. T. resumed. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has said more aptly and eloquently than 
| I could possibly do, what I yet intended to say. 

Mr. é J. INGERSOLL added that the young 
/men were ready to bear their own expenses to 
Tampico. 

Mr. T. resumed. Truly the Keystone is a glo- 
rious old Commonwealth. Did I not consider it 
somewhat disrespectful to a coG6rdinate branch of 
| the Government, I would willingly insert, as the 
sense of the House, that when acompany, battalion, 
or regiment, should offer themselves for the public 
service, having elected their own officers, the Presi- 
dent should ratify theselections. Indeed, I have no 
doubt that he will pursue this line of conduct. A 
friend of mine, of this House, has this very morn- 
ing informed Pian such is his predetermina- 
tion in the event Of the passage of the bill; and | 
invoke all the friends of the war to sink all minor 
differences, prejudices, and personal feelings, and 
to look only to the successful prosecution of the 
war, with a view to secure its early and glorious 


tinue during the war, can be more speedily raised || termination. 


and brought into the field, and that too, with | 


greater economy to the Goverfment, by making 
them a part of the military establishment and at- 
taching them to the regular service, than so man 
regiments of volunteers. If this be true, and 
cannot doubt it, inasmuch as we have the assu- 
rance of all the executive officers of Government 
to this effect, what objection can we have to the 
passage of the bill? If we are to carry on this 
war, the greater the promptness and efficiency 
of the President and our generals, the more 
each friend of the war will be pleased; and with 
this view, J shall give my hearty support to the 
measure. 

The only objection against it has been made 
with much plausibility by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Ratrusoen,] in the patronage con- 
ferred by it upon the President in the appointment 
of the officers. And to obviate this difficulty, he 
proposes an amendment, that the officers of each 
regiment shall be elected according to the laws of 
each State in which the regiments may be raised. 
[ admit my predilection for this mode of selecting 
officers. i amen and will not doubt the capacity 
of the citizen-soldier to select his own officers to 
lead him to battle: and during the last session, 
when we passed the law to authorize the Presi- 
dent to raise fifty thousand volunteers, I voted for 
the provision similar to the one now pro’ . 
True it is, I entertained doubts then as to its con- 


| 
|, men who now sit within the ran 
| 
| 





| 


i 





This debate, Mr. Chairman, prezente the Ameri- 
can Congress in a strange light before the country, 
and before the world, Nearly eight months ago, 
this same Congress, composed of the same gentle- 
of my voice, 
declared, with a most remarkable and astonishing 
unanimity, that, ** by the act of the republic of 


|| * Mexico, a state of war existed between that 


| * Government and the United States,’’ and autho- 


rized the raising of fifty thousand volunteers for 
the prosecution of the war. And now, ona bill 
which looks to the further and more vigorous pro- 
_secution of the war, when we have it from well- 
| authenticated sources, that the public enemy is 
| embodied in a force from thirty to forty thousand 
strong, and bids defiance to our arms, we are 
gravely debating the causes of the war, endeavor- 
ing to make it appear that our own Government ts 
wrong, and that the enemy is in the right, indul- 
ging in criminations and recriminations, abusing 
to Peseidant in the coarsest and most vulgar terms, 
asserting in the most positive and decisive manner 
whet shall and what shall not be done with the 
spoils of victory, This picture is so revolting that 
it will cause the cheek of the patriot to mantle with 
shame, as he beholds it. _It is too late now to de- 
liberate how all this could have been otherwise, 
and much mischief and difficulty avoided. No- 
body contends that the President can declare w 1, 
\or that he has declared war. But we all know 
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that Congress has the power to declare war, and | to our nation; and before the stain could be wiped 
that it has exercised that power; and it behooves || from our escutcheon, the ameunt of treasure to be 


every man to accommodate himself to the condi- 
tion in which he finds his country placed. Gen- 
tlemen say that the President involved this coun- 
try in war with Mexico, by ordering our troops to 
take their position upon the banks of the Rio 
Grande. Mexico asserts, that this war was brought 
about by ordering our army into the territory of 
Texas, and I have no doubt that Mexico assigns 
the true cause. But these gentlemen and Mexico 


both agree in their conclusion, that the President | 


is wrong. The reasoning of Mexico is unjust 


expended and blood to be spilt would be inesti- 
mable, All patriots will reject such an idea with 
disdain. 

There is unquestionably a large party in this 
House who favor the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr.'Trsparts,} which looks | 


, to our becoming the arbiters of our own rights: to 


and groundless, because the occupation of ‘Texas | 
by our arms in virtue of annexation, brought about || 
by the consent of a free and independent people, | 


furnished that Government with no just cause of 
war; and with all respect for a difference of opin- 


ion, I do consider the argument based upon the | 
st order to General Taylor to take a position with | 
i: army somewhere upon or near the banks of | 


the Rio Grande, when a similar order had been 


technical pettifogging, and so I verily believe the 
country will regard it. — <Hey 
A sentiment of familiar quotation in these days 


is one expressed long since by a gallant officer of 


our navy, (Commodore Decatur,) and well be- | 


came the man who uttered it: ** Our country, may 


she be always right; but, right or wrong, our | 


country.” The feeling here expressed is the em- 
anation of patriotism in the mouth of the soldier at 
all times, but with the representative only in refer- 


ence to the past, in relation to that which belongs | 
to history; but looking to the future, it becomes | 


his duty, forgetting the past, so to give his vaice 
that the ship of state may be directed into the 
right course, and that eur country may be ney 
right. I have no faith in that code of morals whic 


requires us to persist in wrongdoing with the || 


hope that good may come of it. I 
maxim—‘ Fiat justicia ruat celum. ys 
Let us direct our attention to the present existing 


prefer that other 
? 


in war; we have drawn the sword; and by virtue | 


of our authority and direction, our brethren are 
now in the field. Every mail brings us news of the 
movements of our armies, and at every hour we are 
prepared to hear of the conflict of armies, and the 
deadly strife. ‘The country looks to us for support 
—for direction. 
ing from duty to waste our time in idle debate. 
Action, prompt and decisive action, is demanded. 
We all desire peace. War is a calamity which all 
deprecate; but while one ey can make war, 
peace can only be obtained by the consent of both 
varties; and the question is, What shall be done? 


And it isa vain and base shrink- | 


seize and hold so much of the country of Mexico 
as will satisfy our demands, and if Mexico does 
not make reparation in due time, to hold and claim 
the country thus retained as our own indefeasible 
right; upon the principle—for I know of no other 
on which such a procedure could be borne out— 


that “Might makes right’’—a principle of tyrants 
' only. By the adoption of this policy, when and 
| where is this wartoend? For ages we should have 


|, and bloodshed. 
given in the summer of the preceding year,as mere || 


an open cause of quarrel, and our frontiers must 
become the scene of perpetual strife. Instead of 
peace, we should have perpetual incursions, alarms, 
Humanity, economy, national 
honor and dignity, forbid us such a course. If it | 
were unwise to have crossed the Rio Grande, the 


' evil consequences of a retreat, as long as the 


enemy maintains an army in the field, are to my | 
mind innumerable. Whenever this war should 
become a Florida campaign—if such shall ever be 


| the result—whenever no enemy enters the field to 


| tain such a proposition, 


give us battle, then, and not till then, could J enter- 
There appears, in my 
judgment, only one road open to us, and that is, 
to put forth the power of the nation. Our move- | 
ments should be onward, vigorous, decisive! Ido | 
not wish Mexico to submit to any arrangement | 
which will be humiliating and dishonorable; but | 
her obstinacy must be overcome, and her sense of 
justice restored: and that moment she evinces a 
willingness to enter into a just, fair, and honorable 
arrangement with us, my voice shall be for desist- 
ing from the fight. ‘This I believe to be the wish 
and policy of the Administration, and in this 


| course I stand ready, in behalf of the gallant people 
condition of things in this country. Our nation is | 


I represent, to give the President a hearty and lib- || 
eral support. I look to him, who must be more | 
familiar with the whole ground and with all the 


| facts than I by possibility can be, for the recom- 


'mendation of those measures which, if promptly 


h 


aving peace in view, shall wg order our troops | 


to disband? Shall we direct them to retreat, and 
only retain possession of so much of Mexican ter- 
ritory as will, in our estimation, indemnify us for 
the wrongs inflicted by Mexico? Or, shall we 
raise men and money, put forth the energies of the 
nation, prosecute the war with vigor, chastise our 
enemy, and demand a peace upon fair and ‘just 
terms? It is self-evident that all diplomacy has 
failed to bring us peace, and that our repeated and 
magnanimous tenders of the olive branch have 
been spurned, and have but increased the inso- 
lence of our foe. All ideas of peace, in a peaceful 
way, by means of negotiation, must therefore be 
abandoned. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Hupson] and myself differ as widely as the 
poles, when he calls forth one of our revolutionary 
sires, and puts in his mouth, as a fit speech to the 
President of the United States at the present time, 
that stern rebuke of the inflexible Roman Senator 
to the friend of Cesar: 
“ Bid him disband his legions ; 
Restore the Commonwealth to liberty; 
Submit his actions to the public censure, 


And stand the judgment of a Roman Senate ; 
Bid him do this, and Cato is his friend.” 


This was a message sent by an unyielding pa- 
‘triot to the usurper of the liberties of Rome. Bat 
now the tables are reversed, and Santa Ana, the 
leader of the forces of the public enemy, adopts 
the same tone and sentiments in his 
to our commanding general; and it is a er 
upon the memory of our revolutionary patriots to 
eres that in a time of war any one of them 
could adopt the same sentiments and language of 
ourenemy. To disband our army, and abandon 
our cause in Mexico, would be a burning disgrace 


| 
| 


adopted by us, will give success to our cause. | 
will freely give him men and money, and all neces- 
sary officers, and | believe I speak the voice of an 
enlightened and patriotic constituency, when, in 
their name, I make known their readiness to sub- || 


| mit to all needful sacrifices for the support of the 


' country. 


I shall in no case endeavor to thwart 
his plans or destroy his arrangements, as long as 


|I believe his purposes are pure and _ patriotic. 


| partisan Jan 
| patriotism ; 


This may sound in the ears of some as strong | 

uage, but I consider it the language of || 
oo in time of war, there must be || 
some head, some singleness, unity, and directness | 


of purpose, to give efficiency and promptness to 
our action: but, after I shall have done all this, I | 
shall firmly scrutinize his conduct, and hold him | 


_ responsible for the exercise of the power conferred, 
| before the country. 


| 


i 


|, field: I shall vote it, and that without hesitancy. 


|| him authority to appoint a commander who shall 


The President has recommended an increase of || 
taxes, to continue during the war. I shall vote || 
the increase, believing, as he does, that it is neces- | 
sary to support the credit of the Government. He! 
has recommended, a loan of $23,000,000, to raise 
the money necessary to support our army in the 


He has recommended the raising of the ten regi-_ 
ments proposed by this bill: I shall sustain it. 
He has recommended that Congress should give | 


take command of our armies in Mexico. The | 
Committee on Military Affairs have rejected this | 
recommendation. In pursuance of the notice I | 


| miles from the capital. 
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the field, that the country has grown weary with 
tardy movements and bootless victories. 

From the late report of the Adjutant General, 
dated December 5, 1846, it appears that under the 
command or orders of Major General Taylor, the 
regular force is 7,406; the volunteer force 10,926; 
which makes an aggregate force of 18,332. Under 
the command of General Wool, the regular troops 
are 621; volunteers 2,039. Under General Kearny, 
regular troops 446; volunteers 3,546. The aggre- 
gate force employed in the field, 24,984. Of this 
force, 8,743 are of the regular army, and 16,511 
volunteers. Since this estimate, a requisition for 
ten additional regiments has been made, and soon 
they will be in Mexico: which will increase the 
volunteer force to 26,000 or more. The very com- 
position of the army seems to me to suggest the 
propriety of the appointment of a leader to direct 
the movements of the different divisions and bri- 
gades, who would be alike acceptable to the regular 
army and volunteers; with no esprit de corps which 
would lead such a commander to prefer, if honor 
was to be gained in the service, it should fail to 
the lot of one description of troops over another. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no confidence in Cabinet 
campaigns at any time or under any circumstances. 


eee 


| The history of nations is for the most part but a 


narrative of the campaigns which each nation has 
conducted. But how few are the instances known 


_to us of successful Cabinet campaigns, when one 


set of men, however wise, at a distance from the 
theatre of war, arrange the plans and prescribe the 
movements, and another set of men, however 
brave, are required to execute the service. The 
general who wins battles must be ff the field, must 
know and properly apprecne his own strength 
and resources; Must be able to comprehend the 
force of the enemy, the advantage proposed by 
every movement, and the steps which are neces- 
sary to defeat him in his purposes. The fate of 
an empire may depend upon the decision of a 
movement. The leader who directs the move- 
ments of armies with efficiency and success, must 
be on the field of operations: he must know, and 
he can only know by being there, the exact geog- 
raphy of the country, the relative strength of posi- 
tions, the extent of supplies which can be afforded, 


(and the means within his reach for making deci- 


sive and rapid movements. In the present instance, 
the theatre of war is moge than three thousand 

Pikes from six to eight 
weeks, under the most favorable state of things, to 
hold communication with our generals; the re- 
sources of the different departments of Mexico, 
the amount of provisions, the means of transporta- 
tion, the description of material which may be 
wanted, cannot be understood or safely relied upon 
at Washington. Wellnigh everything must be 
necessarily left to the discretion of the command- 


| ing generals; yet the country holds the President 


responsible for the good conduct of the war. He 
says he desires to prosecute a vigorous campaign, 
to secure a speedy and honorable peace. How 
reasonable, just, and even fair, is it, then, to allow 


_ him to designate the commander of our armies, in 
| whose skill, wisdom, energy, discretion, firmness, 


courage, and disposition, he er every con- 
fidence—with whom he may hold the most confi- 
dential conferences, with no apprehension of having 
it distorted or perverted—into whose mind he can 
infuse the same spirit of vigor, energy, and di- 
rectness of purpose, which now control him, and 
who shall not forever be waiting for orders. 

Mr. VANCE asked, where is the man? 

Mr. T. resumed: With that matter, I will not 
trouble myself. To designate the man will he the 
duty of the President, and on his responsibility he 
must make the selection. But I hope there yet 
lives in this country some Jackson who can lead 
his country’s armies to victory and to glory. 


| gave three days ago, I shall offer an amendment to 
|| this bill, conferring te power asked for upon the 

President. The original notice I gave was with- 
out consultation with a single individual, in this 
House or out of it; and I shall persevere in it till 
it is voted down or adopted. If this officer be 
wanted at all, he is wanted now—immediately. 
And separate and apart from the recommendation 
of the President, the appointment of such an officer 
would, in my opinion, infuse new life and energy 
into our troops. The very proposition here, even 
though unsuccessful, will, without doubt, be at- 
tended with beneficial consequences in the army. 
It will be evidence to our commanders already in 


| 


|| Washington was taken from private life and placed 
|, in command of our revolutionary armies, and he 
| so conducted himeelf, that all posterity will regard 
| him as the ‘saviour of his country.’’ Jackson, 
| Brown, Harrison, Cass, and Miller, were all taken 
| from private life; yet the history of their deeds 
| makes up a most gratifying chapter in the history 
| of our country. Let the President, then, select 
| his man, and send him into the field. I believe his 

arrival at our camp will infuse new life and energy 


into our ; and the very expectation of active 
service will revive the drooping spirits of our brave 


volunteers, who have so | 


patiently resisted 
in inaction that most formi 


le of enemies—dis- 
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ease. Pass this bill, and we shall soon have near | 


forty-five thousand well-appointed t in the 
field. Give them a fit leader, who will show them | 
the enemy, and my word for it, there will be no 
escape—no false motives of humanity guiding | 
them. He will be ours. 

But some of my party friends around me say, | 
suppose we confer upon the President the power | 
to make this appointment, and after this com- | 
mander takes the field, disaster and defeat should | 
befx!! our armies, what would then be the result | 
upon our party? I am frank to confess, that in | 
that event, our party would be ‘used up.”” But | 
I spurn all such considerations in this respect. I 
am not acting for my party, bat for my country. | 
And no paltry party or personal motives shail 
debar me from acting for the best to sustain my 
country’s cause and honor. But fail we cannot: 
action and a sight of the enemy are all we want. 
And none of my future calculations are based upon 
the supposition that Santa Ana can defeat any of 


our generals in the open field. No such fears | 


disturb my mind. 

Again: it is said such a procedure on our part 
would reflect injuriously upon General Scou, who 
has now gone to take the command of our army. 
He has been called the **Old Soldier,’’ and this con- 
templated movement is the working of his ‘ ene- 
mies in the rear.’’ Not so, so far as I am con- 
cerned; L intend nothing which will withhold from 
him all legitimate honor. But it does not follow 
that because, thirty years ago, he proved himself 
a brave and successtfui soldier, that now he isa | 
fit leader, of our armies in a campaign against a 
foreign foe. If is by no means apparent that, be- || 
eanse he was a good brigadier general in 1813, || 
that he is the most suitable marffor major general || 
in command in 1847, against a different foe and 
requiring differentqualities to command success. | 
He has not attained his present position in the 
regular military establishment of the country by 
virtue of his merits and of the confidence his 
countrymen may have in his ability, fitness, and 
resources, to lead our armies in time of war toa 
rapid “conquest of a peace.’’ General Scott is 
now major general, for the most part, because he 
has outlived those who ranked him in the army. 
His position thus acquired, by no means excludes 
me from a free investigation of his intrinsic claims | 
to the supreme command, when the lives of my 
neighbors and friends ate placed in his hands, and 
the honor of my country is in his keeping. Thir- | 
ty-three years ago, in the vigor of manhood, he 
proved to the country that he was a good officer 
and a brave man. He is yet, doubtless, a good 
disciplinarian, well versed in military tactics, 
familiar with all the rules and etiquette to be ob- 
served on a parade ground on a day of a general 
review, a brave man, and a good soldier. But all 
this does not convince my mind that he is the best | 
man in this Government to dirétt the movements 
of an army forty thousand strong, encamped in 
the enemy’s country. As to experience in such a 
capacity, he has none, if we except such as he 
may have gained in a few weeks’ operations in 
Florida; where, if he acquired experience, he 
surely won no laurels: and he was very soon re- | 
lieved by that great military man, General Jack- 
son, from his arduous and responsible duties. The 
ability, tact, energy, the ready and felicitous adap- | 
tation of his plans to effect his purposes and to 
** oonquer a peace’’ with the lurking and skulking 
savages, did not shine out so conspicuously, or | 
stand forth in such bold reliefas to convince every 
man that he wasa Napoleon Bonaparte, and there- 
fore preclude us from comparing the claims of | 
others with his own for command. Personally I | 
like General Scott; but, in my humble judgment, | 
he is too dilatory; a man of too much preparation, | 
too reckless of expense, and too indifferent of the 
public treasury, for the service in Mexico. More- 
over, we are all too familiar with his relations to 
the President, the Secretary of War, and with the | 
members of this Congress, as developed in that 
famous letter, written last summer, “ over a hasty | 
plate of soup.”’ I confess I would far sooner rely | 
upon General Taylor. The suggestion at once 
presents itself, Why not then leave our armies | 
under the control of General Taylor, who, it is 
said, has so gallantly won every battle in which | 
he has engaged. The reason was furnished by | 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] on 
yesterday, and was commented on this morning by | 
my friend from Illinois, [Mr. Ficxuu.] He said: !! 


allowing the Mexicans eight full days, and giving 


earlier and easier. But had General Washington 


| by the battles of the 8th and 9th but glory. With 4 


| there was a general and simultaneous rush at the 


'dred and ninty-eight volunteers were ordered to 


the battle of the Resaca de la Palma, with only 
six thousand of his twenty thousand men, leaving | 


|| promptings of a magnanimous “ humanity,” and || 
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* We have victories without advai and it is not the 
fault of our gallant general in the field. He has done all 
that could be done with the means in his power. After the 
battles of the 8th and 9th of May, the Mexican army escaped 
because we had no means of following up our victories.” 
In part, I concur with the gentleman from Geor- 
gia. I admit that ‘‘ we have victories without 
advantages”’—without results. But I deny that 
the fault lies at the door of the Administration. 
On this point I willingly join issue with the gentle- 
man. After the glorious issue of the 9th, the Mexi- 
can army fled on that evening in perfect conster- 
nation, panic-struck, across the Rio Grande, and 
General ‘Taylor moved up to Fort Brown, oppo- 
site Matamoros, with by far the largest portion of 
his army, where he lay till the morning of the 17th, 
when he commenced crossing the Rio Grande; 


them twenty-four hours notice to evacuate the city 
in peace and quiet. Whose fault was this? Gene- 
ral Taylor says this delay was occasioned by the | 








San. 9, 


_ means, in consideration of their success in kil}jy 
| our men, our general generously permits eleven 
| thousand men to march out of the city, with arms 
| in their hands, with six pieces of ordnance, with 
| banners streaming and music playing; and in or. 
der to give them ample time to escape, he agrees 
to fight no more for sixty days, while at the same 
| moment, in a different part of the city, the ver 
dogs were gnawing the bones of our honored 
dead. Here we gained, in the language of the 
gentleman from orgie, ‘a victory without ad. 
vantage.” We gai glory; but made no per. 
ceptible approach to the goal desired by ali— 
peace—even when almost certain peace was within 
our grasp. Whose fault is this? If he did not 
have the necessary men to a his advantage, it 
surely was not the fault of Congress or the Ad. 
ministration. But on this seore | have heard no 
complaint. Here was in my estimation an egre- 
gious blunder; and by placing side by side the re. 


——————— 





want of a ponton train. The Secretary of War 
repeats to this House that all this happened for the || 
want of a ponton tram, and that he had not fur- || 
nished it because Congress had not authorized it. 
The shoulders of Congress are broad, and it ap- || 
pears to be their fault. For one, I was not in great || 
haste to vote for this corps of pontoniers, sappers 
and miners, before the war. Yet after the war, and 
after the great noise was raised about it, on the 
score of consequences—for the want of a nail the 
shoe was lost, for the want of a shoe the horse was 
lost, and for the want of a horse the rider was lost, 
all for the want of a horseshoe nail—I did vote | 
for it, not knowing what might come to pass here- 
after, all for the want of a single vote. I have no 
doubt had General Taylor been furnished with a | 
ponton train, he would have crossed the river 





been there or General Jackson, or Napoleon Bona- 
parte, do you believe that when the Mexican |) 
army was known to be in such consternation that |, 
one hundred men could put one thousand to flight, | 
and one thousand could have captured ten thou- || 
sand, that forty-eight hours would have elapsed 
before both Ampudia and Arista would have been || 
in captivity ? remembering, too, that the river was | 
then at a very low stage, and the more especially— 
if another fact be true, which I have from an intel- || 
ligent Texan—that not very far from Matamoros || 
the river could have been forded. 

But let that pass; it is certain we gained nought | 
this taste Congress felt a keen appetite, and au- 
thorized the raising of fifty thousand volunteers. | 
The patriotism of the country was aroused, and 


call of our country, and sixteen thousand six hun- 


the Rio Grande. With a force of more than 
twenty thousand troops, composed of regulars || 
and volunteers, we heard the notes of continual || 
reparation ;—the President and the Secretary of 
War continually dinning in our ears prompt ac- || 
tion, vigorous prosecution of the war, a decisive 
i 
j 
| 


campaign. The next movement of General Tay- 
lor begins from Camargo to Monterey, some time 
in the following September, near four months after 





behind him his battering train, and I suppose, in 


| 


sults of the engagements of the 8th and 9th of Ma¥, 
and at Monterey, I can liken the conduct of Genera! 
Taylor only to those sportsmen of our country, who 


| take so much delight in the chase, but regard the 


game as worthless; and as long as old Reynard can 
run, whenever he is cornered, permission is given 
him to make his escape in order that the sport may 
be renewed. For one, I have grown weary of the 
sport, and I am free to confess that the chase has 
lasted longer than I at first anticipated. 

But in all this it is not my wish or purpose to 
disparage General Taylor, but to do an act of jus- 
tice to the Administration.. [I believe General 
Taylor to be a good and a brave soldier. He isa 
perfect thunderbolt in battle, and richly deserves 
to.rank as the Marshal Ney of America. For 
his victories at Palo Alto and at Resaca de la Pal- 


/ma, I voted him the thanks of Congress and a 
| gold medal, in testimony of my estimate of his 
_ courage, skill, and noble daring. But it does not 


follow that because he is entitled to rank as the 
‘¢‘ bravest of the brave,” because when he meets 
the enemy three to one he can put him to flight, 
that therefore he is the best fitted for command. 
Action in battle is one faculty, but the efficient 


control of the movements of armies, requires a 
| distinct talent. A man may possess the one facul- 


ty in a preéminent degree, and yet be deficient in 
that power of combination and concentration, that 


| fertility of resources, that ready adaptation of 
| means to an end, which are requisite in the other 


| capacity. 


Most of Napoleon’s marshals were 
reéminent in the field, yet none of them was a 
apoleon. In more than two hundred battles did 

the prowess and unrivalled chivalry of Murat 

shine forth most conspicuously. Yet he never 
was capable of conducting a campaign. And, 
judging from resplts, such do I regard General 

aylor. The failure to devise means of crossing 
the Rio Grande, by which the Mexican army, in 

a perfect state of confusion, were enabled to make 


| their escape; the long delay upon the Rio Grande 


for the want of a baggage train in a country 
where a wagon had searcely ever been seen and 


where thousands of pack mules could be easily 


rocured, already broken to the service, and un- 
like those taken from the United States, which re- 
quired to,be trained; that after the President had, 
in great haste, sent forward to his command 
16,698 volunteers, composed of the very choicest 


this instance, his ponion train, if he had one. On || spirits of the land, he allowed them to remain 


three miles of Monterey. On the 2]st our army || 


engages the enemy, and after three days of hard || 
| but most gallant fighting, reflecting the highest | 


honor upon our troops, and evineing to the world |, 
their equality to any and every emergency of the |, 
service—after the gallantry and noble daring of our || 
brave men, we had gained oe every strong || 
point in the city—after the enemy had been forced |) 
into a small space in the main plaza of the city, || 
with our troops on all sides—after our command- |) 
ing general, in his own expressive language had | 


| the enemy “* inthe hollow of his hand”’—after mul- |. 


titudes of our choicest heroes had been made to || 
bite the dust and to block up the streets of Mon- |, 
terey with their dead bodies—and after thatenemy |, 
upon application made had refused us permis- || 


| sion to bury our dead, (rites and ceremonies re- |, 


spected even by savage nations,) a proposition to || 
capitulate is received, and, in pursuance of the |, 


in consideration of the * gallant defence” made 
by the Mexican army, which, being interpreted, 





| the 19th of that month, he pitches his tent within || encamped in the unhealthy bottoms of the Rio 


Grande for days, weeks, months, without action, 
or the hope of action, when even a change of air 
would have given new life to the dejected volun- 
teer, without honor or the hope of winning it, he 
became disgusted, listless, inanimate, and hun- 
dreds sickened and died. His again having Am- 
pudia with eleven thousand troops in the hollow 
of his hand, and again turning him loose, have in- 
duced my belief that General Taylor is not the 
man to conduct the See 

But I am again asked, why not take some one 
of the junior generals and make him the leader of 
the campaign? The policy of such an act id 
doubtful; because I do not wish to dispense with 
the services of such men ‘as Taylor and Scott in 
the field, and under established usages and military 
regulations, a junior cammot rank and command a 
senior officer; and I am told that this rule is so 
scrupulously observed in the that a senior 
officer would sooner lose his foyhe a 
di of being commanded is junior. re 
ie sjor General Butler already i the field: I 
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meow and duly appreciate his gallantry, his ener- 
y, his ability; he is quick to perceive, and fertile 


| 





in expedients; I am ready to trust him with all the 


wer | would confer on any man; yet I believe 


was first sanctioned by an expression of Congress. | 
There, too, is that cool and intrepid Twiggs, with | 
aclear head, a warm heart, and iron nerve, whose 


| 
an order moving him up to the head of the line | 
would be fraught with mischief, unless that order || 
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keep employed, and no obstacles whatever were 
| thrown in the way of their discharges. 


} 
| 


noble bearing and animating voice cheered on our } 
ranks to victory in the battles of the 8th and 9th of | 
May, and in the hottest of the fight at Monterey || 


bore himself no less worthily. But he would not | 


accept the place without our action. Nor could I || 
omit, in this connexion, to point your minds to || 


that brilliant star in the volunteer service found in | 
the person of my own constituent and friend, the | 
brave and generous Quitman. It was his brigade 
at Monterey that could not fall back, but pressed 


onward through a blaze of fire with such uncom- || 
mon daring, to the capture of the first and second |) 
forts; it was his brigade that established the wa- || 


vering confidence of the country in the valor and 
efficiency of volunteers. There, too, is that ac- | 
complished officer, General Worth, whose merits | 
shone out so cheeringly from the heights of Mon- | 


good judges, in advance of his commanding gen- 
eral. Yet what have we seen him do during the 


last spring? Basing his pretensions for priority || 
on his brevet rank, desert his post, abandon the || 
army, and resign his commission, because he was || 


to be commanded by a senior colonel! Nobly, I 
admit, has he es out this blot—for blot I did 
regard it at the time upon his escutcheon—b 
good conduct at Monterey; but with his feelings, 
I could not take him. The mode I propose is the 
easiest, the simplest, justest, and in every respect 


| 

' 

terey, and placed him, in the estimation of many | 
| 

| 

| 


his | 


most acceptable; and to the action of Congress the | 


whole army will cheerfully submit. 
But who will have a right to complain of such 


an ee Surely not the regular army and | 
cers, because in our army in Mexico the | 


its 0 


volunteers will outnumber the regulars by two to | 


one. I want rapid movements and a short cam- 
paign; and I will not disguise my apprehension of 
those whose profession for life is arms, whose oc- 


cupation is in the camp. The feeling of the volun- | 


teers is my feeling. They want to do what is to 


it grieves me to the heart to see them wasting 
away in inglorious and ** masterly inactivity.” It 


is a fact, well known to all of us, that the officers | 


of the regular army—and I fear General Taylor is 


not exempt from it—entertain an undue prejudice | 


against volunteers, and particularly a distrust of 
the volunteer officers. y sympathies and pre- 
dilections are all the other way. I would as soon 
rely upon the volunteer force as the regular. When 
have they shown themselves incompetent to the 
task assigned them? When did they shrink at 
danger’s alarm? The glorious charge of the Mis- 
sissippians and Tennesseeans saved Taylor at 
Monterey. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman recollect 
that Ohio was there in the thickest of the fight? 

Mr. T. resumed. I have not forgotten, and I 
am proud of it. But I am speaking of the advan- 
tage gained on the eastern side of the city, on the 
2ist, when the Mississippians and Tennesseeans 
made their brilliant charge and carried two forts, 
which electrified the country and astonished the 
world. Napoleon in his best days had no two 
regiments superior to these in gallant daring. 
Again, when ordered to retreat, their conduct was 
unparalleled. I have read of no such feat in the 
history of militia or volunteers. These troops 
under a galling fire, as was said by their colonel, 
never went through their evolutions with more 
order on their parade than on that retreat. The 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hararson] seemed 
to me to make a very unnecessary parade of the 
number of their discharges, when he said with so 
much emphasis, that five thousand and seventy- 
nine of Taylor’s command had been disch ; 
Iam not surprised, nor do I wonder at such a 
fact. Men aceustomed to active life, and with 
buoyant hopes, to be suddenly encamped in a 
mudhole, or cast upon a burnmg sand-bar, and 
there kept with no employment for two, three, and 
four months, their spirits would sink, and their 
health must yield. ver, it was a rumor, 
generally circulated and believed in the south 
that General Taylor had more troops than he 


| 
! 
| 
| 





1 have a few words to say before | conclude, on 
the subject of slavery, which has been dragged into 
thisdebate. I have been amazed to see gentlemen 
who profess a hearty support of the war, introduce 
and press this slavery movement. Let me appeal 
to them in the utmost candor, and exhibit the 
deleterious influence of their conduct. They be- 
lieve, 1 know they do, that those of thie House 
who insist that Mexico is right, and our own Gov- 


ernment is in the wrong, are giving all the * aid | 


and comfort’? to the enemy in their power, short 
of going over to the enemy and fighting his bat- 
tles. Yet, there are more ways of giving ‘aid 
and comfort’’ to the enemy than one. One is to 
strengthen the arm of the adversary, by advocating 


| his cause; the other is, to weaken the arm and 





damp the ardor of our own brave men in the field. 
The troops are now in the army, from the North 
and the South, from the East and the West, and 
shoulder to shoulder, hand to hand, they are 
striking for their country, its honor, and its rights. 
Proclaim it at the head of your army, that the 
Congress of the United States had decreed that 
whatever territory should be won by their joint 
valor from the enemy, shall never receive any 


|} man with his household from the southern half of 


this country, and what would be the instinctive 
responsive feeling of all, frony every part of the 
Union in that army? It would be a deep disgust 
and contempt for the service, and the choicest 
curses would be heaped upon you who did it. 
Such would be the feeling of your soldiery. How 
revolting would it strike the ears of the gallant 
Butler, of Kentucky, and the no less gallant 
Patterson, of Pennsylvania, the chivalric Quit- 
man, of Mississippi, and the intrepid Hamer, who 
now sleeps with the mighty dead, the dauntless 
Davis, and the daring Mitchell, whose blood now 
fattens the soil of Mexico, the impetuous Mc- 
Clung, and the brave Weller. Affix a stain upon 
a southern man by your acts, and your army is 
disbanded. No friend of the war will persevere in 
this movement. Whether territory shall be ac- 
uired by this war or not, does not yet appear. 
fo avenge the wrongs perpetrated upon 
can citizens, to secure to them their rights and 


| just dues, to agree upon a fair and honorable 
be done, quickly and well, and return home. And || 


oundary line, and to force an engagement to 


war. Ido not hold to the doctrine that might 
makes right; and I wish the United States to pro- 


ose no dishonorable terms, nor would I have | 


Mexico to accept them. I would that Mexico 


could make us ample indemnity, and keep all her || 


territory. She claims Texas: that | would never 
ield; and of course she must part with so much. 
ut give us the resources of her commercial sea- 

ports for a series of years, give us the — of way 

through her country to the Pacific, and 

content. But a fair indemnity she must make; 


and no honorable peace can be concluded without | 
it. But how ridiculous to raise a quarrel now, || 
while an army thirty or forty thousand strong is | 
Suppose the | 
allied Powers of Europe had discussed and deter-— 


arrayed in the fiel ou. 


against 
mined the portions of territory each sovereign was 
to annex to his dominions, before they had over- 
eome and banished Napeleon to Elba. 
to suppose that he could have ever been dethroned. 
A fair illustration of this question is found in the 


early traditionary history of my own State. The || 


Natchez tribe of Indians was a warlike people, and 
lived in the southern part of Mississippi. The 
niards had erected a fort where the city of 
atchez now stands; and an agreement wasentered 


into between the Natchez and Choctaw Indians, to | 
storm the fort and divide the spoil. The day of || 


attack was fixed; but before the day, the Natchez 
tribe, thirsting for the advantage, attacked the fort, 
carried it and divided the spoils among themselves. 
At the appointed time the Choctaws made their 
appearance, and finding out what had been done, 
demanded their share of the zpoil. This was re- 
fused; a conflict ensued, and resulted in the total 
and entire destruction of the Natchez people; and 
they are no longer among the tribes of men. From 
such a fate, may the good genius of this country 
save any and every portion of this Union. As one 
man, let ua put forth the power of this nation, 


and first secure our country’s honor and rights; 


and then I have an abiding confidence that the 
patriotism of our people will triumph, and save 


meri- | 


would be | 


It is idle | 
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every portion of this country from dishonor and 
| Injustice, 

‘Mr. BURT next obtained the floor, and remark- 
ed that he must be excused if he did not follow 
the examples which had been set him in discussing 
the causes of the war with Mexico, but confined 
himself to the subject properly before the com- 
mittee. 

Whatever differences of opinion (said he) gentle- 
men may entertain in reference to the prosecution 
of the war; whether they could carry devastation 
and destruction to Mexico, or whether they will 
hold military occupation of so much of that coun- 
try as is already in possession of our troops, or of 
so much as may be sufficient to indemnify us from 
Mexico, I maintain that it is indispensably neces- 
sary that the regiments asked for by this bill should 
be authorized by this Congress. 

Sir, if it be the purpose of the Government of 
the United States to carry on (in the language we 
have heard, emanating, I believe from a high 
source) a “crushing war’? against Mexico, I 
appeal to the good sense of every man who hears 
me, to say whether these troops are not indispen- 
sable to the accomplishment of that object. If it 
is the determination of Congress to instruct those 
who conduct the war to fall back upon the mili- 
tary occupation of so much of the territory of 
Mexico as is now held by our troops, | ask any 
man and every man, if he supposes that that cor- 
don of military posts which it will be necessary to 
establish from the mouth of the Rio Grande to the 
Gulf of California, can be garrisqned by volun- 
teers? LT apprehend, on that subject there can be 
no ae of opinion. 

If, then, Mr. Chairman, it appear that volunteers 
are not so efficient—I do not mean in the field of 
battle: I agree entirely to the high tribute the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson} has 
paid to the valor of our volunteer troops at Mon- 
terey, but I could but remember that that hon- 
orable gentleman, in alluding to that remarkable 
exhibition of gallantry and prowess, was con- 
stained himself to admit that it was an exception 


a, EN A ne 


| to volunteer troops in general,—sir, if in addition 


to that it shall appear that they are more expensive 
troops than regular troops in the United States ser- 
vice, I call upon gentlemen to say with what pre- 
tence it can be maintained in.this House and before 


| the country that the volunteer troops should be 
keep the peace with us, are the objects of the | 


preferred ? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I beg leave, in addition to 
the facts stated by the honorable chairman of the 
| Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. Haratson,] 
| to give a single one, which is, perhaps, more im- 

reer and expressive on this subject than all that 
| have been adduced. The volunteer troops, sir, un- 
| der thecommand of General Taylor on the 21st Sep- 
tember last, were twenty-three thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-one. The report of the Adjutant 
General was submitted to the Secretary of War on 
the 5th December last. I take it for granted that the 
returns from thearmy could not have teen received 
so as to be imbodied in that report, up to a later 
period than the 2ist November preceding. From 
the 21st September, then, to the 2Ist November of 
| the same year, thé reduction in the volunteer ser- 
| vice was 6,661; very nearly one-third—more than 
| one-fourth at least—of the entire force. I ask this 
_commitiee, sir, if it be possible that this country, 
| with all its vast resources, can maintain a war with 
troops of that deseription ? 
| Something has been said by asenen to-day, 
| sir, respecting the impropriety of discharges being 
| granted as they have been. } beg leave to say that 
| itis i the duty of the commanding gen- 
| eral in Mexico to control these diseharges. I say 
| these extraordinary discharges of volunteers were 
| granted by volunteer officers, and General Taylor 

is in no degree responsible for them; and I say that 
this eres of discharges of volunteers was the 
experience of the country during the last war, and 
| it will be the experience of the country whenever 
volunteer troops are in the field. 


Sir, on the subject of the expenses of these 
, | wish to say a word also. The estimates 
submitted from the 


| 


A reasury Department, in rein- 
tion to the expenses of ihese troops, show that the 
required number, if volunteers, would eost the 
Government of the United States, by the time that 
they are into the service, the sum of 
$800,000. Before they are mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States, every dollar of the allow. 
ance which constitutes that sum, arising from tray- 
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elling pay, and from travelling subsistence, would | authority given for the appointment of a lieutenant | and successful geweral. What, sir, was 


be saved by adopting the 06 “te contained in 
the bill. ‘To be sure, some allowance for the pay 
and subsistence of regulars, from the time they are 
received into the United States service must be 


eight hundred thousand dollars. I undertake to say, | 


then, before these — can be mustered into the || 
States, there is in favor of || 


service of the United 
the regular force a saving of at least $700,000. | 
And I submit that to gentlemen who are so clamor- 
ous here for the substitution of a volunteer force. 

In relation to the discharges on the Rio Grande, 
I beg leave to say that gentlemen very greatly mis- 
conceive when they suppose that one thousand, or |, 
even any very great number of these troops, have 
died by disease, or accident. We have, sir, from 
the official sources accurate information on that 
subject, and from them itis shown that they amount 
to something over five hundred men. 

in any view, then, which can be taken of this 
subject, whether we look to the efficiency of the 
service-l do not mean their valor on the field of || 
battle—but | mean the preservation of the health, 
the preservation of the forces in the campaign, or 
whether we look to the expenses of organizing an 
army, it seems to me that this committee cannot 
hesitate which to choose. 

‘The remarks, Mr. Chairman, of the gentleman || 
from Mississippi, [Mr. THomeson,] make it ne- {| 
cessary that I should say a few words in explana- 
tion of the views of the Committee on Military || 
Affairs, in reporting aguinst the recommendation | 
of a “ lieutenant general,’’ (as the gentleman in his 
amendment is pleased to call it.) J trust it is not | 
necessary that I here should disclaim for that com- 
mittee any intention to be disrespectful to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, or to the Secretary of 
War.« I was utterly amazed that any man could 
suppose, however infatuated a partisan he might | 
be, that motives of that description actuated for a | 
moment that committee. What are the facts, sir? 
A special message of the President, on the 4th of 
this month, was sent to Congress. In that mes- 
save he asks for prompt, energetic action; for a 
speedy consideration of the proposition which he 
makes. Sir, it was a military suggestion; it was 
submitted to the Military Committee; as military || 
men they felt it to be their duty to act promptly; | 
their minds were made up, and they without delay | 
reported the result to this House. That recom- |; 
mendation, Mr. Chairman, is for the creating an 
extraordinary military office. It is unusual in our \| 
service; it is unusual in the service of any Euro- | 
pean Power; and in my estimation, extraordinary || 
and momentous considerations alone should have 
authorized its recommendation by the President, || 
or could justify this Congress in its adoption. 

What, sir, are the reasons assigned in this mes- || 
sage, the special message of the President, in favor || 
of the appointment of that officer? Why, that it | 
is believed that an officer of that description is || 
indispensable to the command of an army consist- || 
ing of regular And volunteer troops. Now, I || 
undertake to say, that is the only reason assigned | 
by the President. That message, remember you, | 
was intended to commend the creation of this office 


i 


made, and that deduction must be made from the || 


an CONGR SiCee. 





general, who should command the armies of the 
United States; and I beg very briefly your atten- 
tion to the circumstances under which that act was 
passed. 

When the military peace establishment of 1796 
was ascertained and established, there were but 
four regiments of infantry, and two corps of rifle- 
men and engineers. A major general was autho- 


rized, and on@ brigadier general. Very soon after | 


the enactment of that statute, a law was passed 
directing the major general to be discharged, and 


leaving as the highest officer known in the service || 
| of the United States, one brigadier general. Sir, || 
those who are familiar with the history of that || 


period, (and I must assume that gentlemen on this 


| floor are familiar with it,) will remember that in 
1798 it became almost apparent that open hostili- || 
ties with France, thata war on our very coast, was | 


inevitable; and the eyes of the whole people of 


these United States were directed to one man. By | 


a letter from Alexander Hamilton to General 
Washington, of the 19th May, 1798, he is told 


that the eyes of the people of the United States | 


are directed to him, to command the forces of the 
country, which were then thought to be necessary 
to be brought into the field. General Washing- 
ton, in reply, stated that he could not, in such an 
emergency as that, withhold from his country any 
service that it might be in his power to render. 
The 28th of that month, that act was passed, and 
it was pagsed specially that the Father of his Coun- 
try might again lead its arms against the enemy of 
his country. The distinguished biographer of 
Washington (Marshall) tells us, that at that time, 


| no man inthe United States but Washington would 


have been intrusted with the power which that 
office conferred. You know that there was a 
powerful French party in the United States; you 
know that that party openly advocated the cause 


of France; that the French Government, by its | 
authority, was openly interfering to overthrow the | 


Government of the United States. Washington 


| believed that to be the case. And even then there 
' was but one man in these United States that the 


country was willing to invest with the high power 


_ that belongs to that office. Sir, I will not trouble 


this House with reading the letters which passed 
between the President of the United States and | 
General Washington in relation to that subject; but | 
he tells General Washington, that he needs his | 


|| advice; that he needs his advice respecting the or- 


ganization of the army; that he needs his advice 
respecting the appointment of officers in thatarmy; 
and Washington freely rendered it. Washington, 
on that occasion, advised the number of troops; 
he advised the mode of officering those troops; he 


submitted to the President of the United States a | 


list of officers for the respective high commands in 
those troops. It is known, sir, to those who are 
familiar with that a of our history, that the 
officers who had distinguished themselves during 
the revolutionary war had gone with Washington 
into private life. The army had been disbanded, 
and the President looked to Washington—the 
country looked to Washington—as the only man 


| who could call those officers from retirement; who 
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jj} an the course 
of the Executive towards that officer? He was 
| breveted for his gallantry on the Rio Grande 
1 When this Congress authorized the President 1, 
|| appointa major general, in addition to the eXisting 
|| military establishment, I say that every eye in this 
|| Confederacy was directed to General Taylor; ang 
| in obedience to the voice of the country, the Pres” 
|| dent nominated him for the command. 

_. Mr. B. was here abruptly cut off, by the fall of 
_ the Chairman’s hammer—the hour for the term(. 
| nation of the debate having arrived. 


THE VOTE. 


__ The hour of two having arrived, the committee 
| in pursuance of the order of the House, proceeded 
| to vote, 
The first section of the bill having been read— 
Mr. HARALSON moved to amend it, by add- 
| ing between the word “ President,”’ where it first 
occurs in the section, and the words * one regi- 
| ment of dragoons,’’ the words ‘for and during the 
|| war with Mexico,’ so that it would read, “ under 
‘ the direction of the President, for and during the 
'* war with Mexico, one regiment of dragoons and 
|| * nine regiments of infantry.” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. HARALSON moved to add buglers between 
| the words “ non-commissioned officers’’ and the 
‘|| word ‘* musicians,’ so that it would read “ non- 
‘| commissioned officers, buglers, musicians, and 
| privates,” &e. 

| This amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. HARALSON moved to add between the 
| words ** and allowances”’ and the words * be sub- 
| ject to the same regulations,”’ the words ‘according 
| to their respective grades and,’’ so that it would read 
'| *€and who shall receive the same pay, rations, and 
|| ©allowances, according to their respective grades, 


| 
} 


| © and be subject to the same regulations.” 
This amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing at the end of the first section the following: 

‘And provided further, That it shall not be lawful for the 
President to appoint to any office authorized by this act any 
member of the present Congress.”’ 

The committee was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported, in favor of the amendment 97, against it 76. 

So the amendment was agreed to by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WHITE offered the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the first section: 


j 
*‘That the said officers, musicians, and privates, hereby 
authorized to be raised or employed for the service of the 


i 


| 
| 


} 


United States, shall be immediately disc ed from said 
service upon cessation of hostilities with the republic of 
Mexico; or upon an agreement to treat for peace and amity 
by said republic with the United States.” 

Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words * or upon an agree- 
ment to treat for peace and amity by said republic 
with the United States.” 

Mr. WHITE accepted Mr. Tuurman’s amend- 
‘| ment, and the question was taken on the amend- 
ment as modified, and the tellers reported, in favor 
of the amendment 91, against it 49, 

So Mr. Wuire’s amendment was agreed to by 





} 








to the consideration of Congress. I suppose that || could arrange them best according to their abilities, || the committee. 


the President assigned, in that message, every rea- || 
son that existed. I know of no other reason, sir. || 
I must be pardoned, Mr. Chairman, if I do not 
adopt the reasons assigned by the gentleman from 
Iilinois, [Mr. Fickuin,] taken from some misera 
ble scribbler for a newspaper, or if I decline to | 
adopt those of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Tuompson,] taken perhaps from a_baser | 
source—common rumor. I must take the Presi- || 
dent to have spoken all the reasons that existed, 
and to have spoken truly the reasons that did | 
exist. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I beg leave to inquire || 
whether there is, in the military history of this || 
country, any precedent for that office? There is 
none Rae the last war. During that war, at |, 
one time, there were twenty-four general officers in || 
the field, viz: eight major generals and sixteen || 








and who could unite « distracted country. That 
office was created for Washington, and Washing- 


| ton alone. And I ask the gentleman from Mis- 


sissippi, who is there now on whom the eyes of 
this great people are turned? What, sir, is the 
oceasion, when this extraordinary office is pro- 
posed to be created? The army in 1798 was to be 
organized—to be officered; there was but?one man 
who could be entrusted with the authority. What 
is the case now? You have an organized army in 
the field, of some twenty-five thousand men. You 


| have there, air, a Taylor and a Scott. 


A voice: And Scott? 
r. B. Yes; and Scott.] 

Who, sir, are the officers (continued he) whom 
it is proposed now to supersede? One of them 
an ofiicer that has won every battle he has ever 
fought; who has never met an enemy without 


The second section being read— 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend by striking 
out the words “ and for the regiments of dragoons, 
artillery, infantry, engineer soldiers, and riflemen, 
of the present establishment, shall be during the 
war or five years at the option of the recruit,”’ and 
substitute therefor the following, ‘ shall be during 
the war with Mexico wiless sooner discharged.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The third section being read— 
|| Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved to add thereto 
| the following: 

1 « And thatall officers who are incompetent or disqualified 


ti to discharge their duties as such officers be discharged from 
|| the public service.” 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. RATHBUN, in order to test the sense of 





brigadier generals. There were then regular troops || making him his prisoner—an officer who, with || the committee, moved to strike out the third sec- 
and volunteers in the field. No such officer was | Jackson, alone, of modern times, I believe, has || Hon. 


recommended; the necessity of no such officer was || 
geen by any one. RF é 1} 

But, leaking back into the military history of | 
the country, we find, sir, that in 1798, during the || 
unsettled and hostile relations which exis 1 


gone down among the people with his reputation, 
and who, like Jackson, will be remembered by a 
grateful country. What, sir, was the language of 
this Congress to ,him during its last session? A 
vote of thanks; the vote of a gold medal—the very 


| The motion was disagreed to. 

|| ‘The fourth section was then read and agreed to. 

| "The fifth section was then read— . 

|| Mr. HARALSON moved, by direction of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to strike out the 


tween France and the United States, there was || highesttribute a grateful country can pay to a great |! fifth section. 
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| Mr. TIBBATTS moved to strike out the fifth } 


section and insert as follows, viz: 


« Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each volunteer, 
non commissioned officer, musician, and private, who has 
volunteered or may volunteer for a period less than during 
the war, and who shall have gone or may go intu the ser- 
vice, and have received an hoaorable discharge, shall be 
entitled to three months’ additional pay, and to a warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be located on 
any land belonging to the United States, subject to entry at 
the date of said wayrant. 

«Seo. 6. And be it further egacted, That there shall be 
allowed and paid to each non-commissioned officer, musi- 


cian, and private, who shall, after the passage of this act, || 
enlist or volunteer in the service of the United States for a || 


eriod of five years, or during the war with Mexico, a 
Pounty of fifteen dollars; but the payment of ten doilars of 
eaid bounty shall be deferred until the soldier enlisting shall 
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| cian, and private, who has volunteered or may volunteer 
| for twelve months or during the war, or who has enlisted or 


|| may enlist for five years or during the war, shall be entitled 


to three months additional pay at the end of histerm of ser- 


|| vice, or upon receiving an honorable discharge, and to a 


|| warrant for one hundred and sixty acres, to be located upon 


the soldier volunteering shall be mustered into the Service | 


of the United States. 

“ Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, in the army of jhe 
United States, who has enlisted or volunteered, or who 


shall enlist in the army of volunteer in the service of the | 


United States, for a period of five years, or during the war | 
with Mexico, shall be each entitled, on his receiving an | 


honorable discharge from the army, to a warrant for three 
hundred and twenty acres of land; to be located on any 
end b longing to the United States subject to entry at the 
date of said warrant. 


“Sec. 8. And beit further enucted, That the widow, ifthere 


be one; if there be no widow, then the child or children, if 
there be any; and,if there be no child, then the father or 
mother of any non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, of the army of the United States, or militia or volun- 


teers in the same, who has been or may be killed in battle, | 


or has died or may die in service during the war with Mexi- 


co, shall be entitled to a warrant for the same quantity of || 


land to which such non-commissioned officer, musician, or 
private, would have been entitled had he received an hon- 
orable discharge, and shall be entitled to locate the same 


upon any lands in the United States subject to entry at the | 


date of said warrant. 
“Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That each non-commis- 


sioned officer, musician, and private, who has enlisted and | 


shall have served a regular terin of enlistinent, or who has 
volunteered for twelve months and shall have served for that 
period, and who shall have received an honorable discharge, 
who shall, within one month after such discharge, again en- 
list or volunteer to serve for and during the existing war, 
shall be entitled to receive an additional bounty of one year’s 
half-pay, one-half of said bounty to be paid at the tine such 
soldier shall enlist or such volunteer shall be mustered into 
service, and the other half when such enlisted soldier or 
volunteer shall receive an honorable discharge.” 


The question being on the foregoing amendment 
of Mr. ‘Trppatts— 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to amend it 
by striking out all and inserting as follows: 


“That each volunteer non-commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, or private, who has volunteered, or who may volunteer 
tor twelve months, or during the war, or who has enlisted, 
or who may enlist for five years or during the war, shall be 
entitled to receive three months additional pay at the end of 
his time, or upon receiving an honorable discharge from 
the service, and also a warrant for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, to be located upon any surveyed lands belong- 
ing to the United States.”’ 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOW ELL moved to amend 
Mr. Tissarts’s amendment by striking out the 
words ** three months’ additional pay,”’ in section 
fifth, and inserting ten dollars per month. 

The question was taken on Mr. McDowe.u’s 
amendment and lost. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jacos 
Tuompson’s amendment to Mr. Tispparrts’s amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Tissarts, by striking out all thereof 
and inserting— 


“Be it enacted, §c., That each private soldier, musician, 
and non-commissioned officer who has been in the regular 
army or volunteer service of the United States since the first 
day of May last, or who is now or may hereafter be in the 
service of the same, shall be entitled to receive and be paid 
three dollars per month in addition to the present pay (ma- 
king $10 per month) during the time he has served or may 
serve his country as aforesaid until the end of the war 
against Mexico. 

“Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That each private sol- 
dier, musician, and non-commissioned officer, who is now 
serving or shall serve the United States, either in the reg- 
ular army or as a volunteer for twelve months, or until the 
end of the war against Mexico, shall be entitled to reccive 
A Warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of the public land 
upon his es presenting an honorable discharge. 

“See.- And beit further enacted, That if any private sol- 
dier, musician, or non-commissioned officer, shall be killed 
or die in the regular or volunteer service of the United States 
after having been mustered into the service of the same for 
twelve months, or nti} the end of the war against Mexico, 
his wife and child or children, if there be any, andif none, 
then his father, and if no father then his mother, shall be 
entitled to receive from Government a warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of the public land.” 


Mr. Granam’s amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the amendment 


of Mr. Tissarrs, by striking out all thereof and 
inserting: 





| any Jand subject to private entry.” 
| ‘The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend the 8th sec- 
tion of Mr. Trssarrs, by striking oyt all after the 
| enacting clause of said section, and inserting: 
“Sec. 8 That the child or Ghildren, if there be any, and 
| if there be no child or children then the father or mother, 
| and if there be no child or children, father or mother, then 
| the next of kin of the blood of any non-commissioned offi- 


or militia, or volunteers serving in the army, who may be 
killed in battle or die in the service during the existing war 


“That each volunteer, non-commissioned officer, musi- | 


GLOBE. 


: . : |) cer, musician, or private, of the army of the United States, | 
join the regiment or corps in which he is to serve, and until || op y , : : 


| with Mexico, shall be entitled to a warrant for one hundred | 


and sixty acres of land, and shall be entitled to locate the 
at the time said warrants are located: 
That the widows of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
eians, and privates, who may die or be killed as aforesaid, 


in the Jands aforesaid for which their respective husbands 


| may have served, which said condition granting a life estate 


to the widow aforesaid, shall be expressed in the patents 
issued upon the warrants last aforesaid.”’ 


The CHAIR ruled this amendment out of order 
at this time. 


the war with Mexico until the termination thereof, the 


and privates, of the army of the United States, and the 
militia and volunteers in the service, shall be increased three 


| dollars per month each. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each volunteer, 





shall be entitled to a warrant for one hundred and sixty acres 


of land belonging to the United States, and subject to entry | 


|) amendment, to strike out the fifth section of the bill, 
“ Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That there shall be || 


at the date of said warrant. 


monthly pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, |) gyt all after the enacting clause, and inserting the 


same upon any lands of the United States subject to entry | 
Provided, always, | 


shall, in all cases, be entitled to have and enjoy a life estate | 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to amend thé | 
amendment of Mr. Tisparts, by striking out all | 
| thereof, and inserting as follows: 
“ Be it further enacted, That, from the commencement of |] 


non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, who has || 
volunteered, or who may volunteer, tor a period less than | 
during the war, and who shall have gone, or may go, into | 
actual service, and remain until he is honorably discharged, | 


allowed and paid to.each non-commissioned officer, musi- | 
cian, and private, who, since the Ist day of May last, may | 


have enlisted or voluntered, or who shall enlist or volunteer || 


| Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the bill, by 


in the service of the United States, for a period of five years 
or during the war with Mexico, a bounty of fifteen dollars; 


but to those who may hereafter enlist or volunteer, the pay- | 


ment of ten dollars of said bounty shall be withheld until the || 


soldier enlisting shall join the corps in which he is to serve, 


and the soldier volunteering shall be mustered into the ser- | 


vice of the United States. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, in the army of the 
United States at the commencement of the war with Mexi- 
co, or who shall enlist in the army or volunteer in the ser- 
vice of the United States for a period of five years or during 
the existence of the war with Mexico, and who shall serve 
until the termination of said war, or until honorably dis- 
charged from the army, shall be entitled to a warrant for 
three hundred and twenty acres of land belonging to the Uni- 
ted States subject to entry. 

“Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the widow, if 
there be one; if there be no widow, then the child or chil- 
dren, if there be any; and, if there be no child, then the 
father or mother, if there be either; and, if there be neither 
father nor mother, then the brothers and sisters, of any non- 


commissioned officer, musician, or private, of the army of 


the United States, or militia or volunteers in the same, who 
has been or may be killed in battle, or has died in service 
during the war with Mexico, or who has died or may die of 
wounds received or sickness or disease incurred while in 
the service of the United States, after their discharge from 
the army, shall be entitled to a warrant for the same quan- 
tity of land to which such non-commissioned officer, inusi- 
cian, or private, of the army of the United States, or militia 
or volunteers, would have been entitled under the second 
and fourth sections of this act, and shall be entitled to locate 
the same upon any land in the United States subject to 
entry.”’ 
Mr. Rosert Smirn’s amendment was rejected. 


Mr. COCKE offered the following as a substi- 
tute for Mr. Trpsarrs’s amendment: 


‘That from and after the first day of May last, and until 
the close of the war with Mexico, the monthly pay of each 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, in the 
army of the United States, and the militia and volunteers in 
the service of the same, shall be increased three dollars per 
month. 

“Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private, in the army of the 
United States, and the militia and volunteers in the service 
of the same, who have served or may hereafter serve three 
months in the war with Mexico, having first obtained an 
honorable discharge, shall be entitled to a warrant for one 
hundred and sixty acres of land belonging to the United 
States. 

“Sec. —. And be it enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private, in the army of the 
United States, and the militia and volunteers in the service 
of the same, who may have served or who may hereafter 
serve twelve months in the war with Mexico, having first 
obtained an honorable discharge, shall be entided to a war- 
rant for three hundred and twenty acres of land belonging to 
the United States. 


ee 


1 « And be it further enact 


* 


“Sao, —. dnd de it further enacted, That from and after 
the first day of May last, an.’ until the close of the war with 
Mexico, each non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri- 
vate, in the army of the United States, and the militia anid 
volunteers in the service of the same, who may have been 
discharged by reason of sickness or other disability, sal! be 
entitled to receive three months’ extra pay at the time of 
such discharge. 

“Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That the widow, if 
there be one; and, if there be no widow, then the heirs-at- 
law, of any non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, 
of the army of the United States, or militia or volunteers in 
the same, who has been or may be killed in battle, or has 
died or may die in service during the war with Mexico, 
shall be entitled to a warrant for three hundred and twenty 
acres of land belonging to the United States. ? 

“Sec. —. dnd he it further enacted, ‘That all land warrants 
intended to be granted by this act shall be located upon any 
lands belonging to the United States subject to entry at the 
date of said warrant, provided no Jocation shall be made 
after two years from the date of said warrants.’ 


Mr. Cocke’s amendment was rejected, 
Mr.SAWYER moved to amend Mr. Trpnatts's 


amendment, by adding the following additional sec- 
tion thereto: 


“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person who 
shall have volunteered as a private or non-commissioned 
officer during the last war with Great Britain, and who shall 
have been in actual service for at least three months. and 
has been killed in battle or died in the service, or received 
an honorable discharge, or any militiaman who shall have 
served in actual service for the term aforesaid, or who has 
been killed in battle or died while in the service, shall each 
receive one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be selected 
as designated in the fourth section of this act.” 





|| Mr. Sawver’s amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. CUMMINS again moved to amend the 8th 
section of Mr. Trsparrs’s amendment, by striking 


same substitue which he had previously offered, 
and which may be found above. 

Mr. TIBBATTS accepted Mr. Cummins’s 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tippatrs's 
amendment as modified; and it was rejected. 


The question next reeurred on Mr. Haratson’s 


And the question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to. So the fifth section of the bill was 
stricken out. 


' adding an additional section, as follows: 


“And be it further enacted, That there shall be added to 
the Adjutant General’s department one assiatant adjutant 
| general, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of a lieutenant 
| colonel of cavalry, and two assistantadjutant generals, with 
the brevet rank, pay, and emoluments of a captain of eav- 
alry, to be appointed by the President, by and with the ad- 
| vice and consent of the Senate, inthe same manner, and be 


, charged with the same duties, as those authorized by exist- 
ing laws.” 


\| The apeaioe being put, the amendment was 
|| disagree 


to; the tellers reporting, for the amend- 
| ment 83, against it 85. 


Mr. TRUMBO moved to amend, by adding the 
| following additional section to the bill: 


| § Be it enacted, §c., That, from the commencement of the 
| war with Mexico until the termination thereof, the monthly 


| 


| pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates of the army of the United States, and the militia and 


t volunteers in the service of the same, shall be increased 


three dollars per month each.” 

| The question was taken by tellers, and there 
| 

| 


were, for the amendment 63, against it 77. So it 


was rejected. 


| Mr. CARROLL moved to amend the bill, by 


| adding the following as an additional section: 


That the President be, and he 


|-is hereby, authorized, by with the advice and consent of 


| the Senate, to appoint five additional surgeons and fifteen 


| additional assistant surgeons in the regular army of the Uni- 

ted States, subject to the provisions of an act entitled «An 
act to increase and regulate the pay of the surgeons and 
assistant surgeons of the army,’ approved June 30, 1824; 





_ and that the officers whose appointments are authorized by 
| this section shal! receive the pay and allowances of officers 
_ of the same* grades eetively; and that the rank of the 

officers of the medical department of the army shall be ar- 
ranged upon the same basis which at present determines 
the amount of their pay and emoluments.” 


This amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CARROLL proposed the following as an 


additional section: 

“ Aad be it enacted, That the President be, and be 
is hereby, , by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint one surgeon and one assistant surgeon 

| for each of the yan ee te ok a the said sur- 
geons and assista ns to t th 
[Setar Moca . meres ee 


This amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. BOYD offered the following as an additiona! 


section to the bill: 
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“ And be it further enacted, That the ordnance department 





shall be so arganixed a+ to contain the same number and || 


grades of officers as are now provided by law for the corps of 
engineers; and that the number of military storekeepers, 
now limited by the second section of the act approved the 


23d of August, 1842, to ten, may be increased to fifteen, at | 


the diseretion of the Secretary of War.”’ 
This amendment was rejected, 


Mr. HARALSON moved the following as ad- 
ditional sections to the bill: 


“And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized, by and with 
the advice and consét of the Senate, to add to the pay 
department not exceeding two deputy paymasters general, 
with the pay and allowances of deputy quartermasters gen- 
eral, who, in addition to paying troop,, shall superintend the 
payment of armies in the field: Provided, That the.officers 
so appointed shall give such bonds as the President of the 
United States shall from time to time direct. 


4nd be it further enucted, That, wherever suitable non- | 


comioissioned officers or privates cannot be procured from 
the line of the army to serve as paymasters’ clerks, pay- 
masters be and hereby are authorized’and empowered, by 
aod with the approbation of the Secretary of War, to em- 
ploy citizens to pertorm that duty, at salaries not to exceed 
seven huadred dollars per annum ¢ach. 

“* And he it further enacted, That when volunteers or militia 
are called into the service of the United States, so that the 
prymasters authorized by law shall not be deemed sufficient 
t© enable them to pay the troops with proper punctuality, it 
ehall be lawful for the President to appoint as many addi- 
tional paymasters as he shall deem necessary, who shall 
perform the same duty, give the same bond, be subject to the 
name liability, and receive the same pay and emoluments as 
are now provided for the paymasters of the ariny: Provided, 
however, That the number so appointed shall not exceed one 
for each regiment of militia or volunteers: nd provided, 
also, That the persons so appointed shall continue in service 
only as long as their services are required to pay militia and 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








|| Officers to receive their commissions from the Governor or 
|| other person or persons according to the laws of the State 
| or Territory in which they volunteer, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War shall furnish clothing and rations to the volunteers of 
the several regiments hereby authorized to be raised; and 

_ to all those who have or shall hereafter volunteer, under the 
act of the thirteenth of May, 1846, in the same proportion 
and manner, and upon the same terms, as is authorized by 
law for the army of the United States. 

Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That all the provisions 
of the act approved May 13th, 1846, and of the act supple- 
mental thereto, approved Jfine 18th, 1846, and the act ap- 

| proved June 26th, 1546, so far as they are notinconsistent with 
the provisions of this act, shall apply to the regimeuts hereby 
authorized to be raised, in the same manner as if the same 

| formed a part of this act. 


Sno. 7. And be it further enacted, That during the war | 

| with Mexico, the term of enlistment of the men to be re- | 
cruited for the regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, | 
engineer soldiers, or riflemen, of the United States army, | 
shail be “ during the war,” or for tive years, atthe option of | 


| 


| the recruit. 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President of | 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and | 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint one | 
additional major to each of the regiments of dragoons, ar- | 
tillery, infantry, and riflemen, in the army of the United || 


States, who shall be taken from the captains of the 
army. 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That to each of the 
regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and riflemen, there | 


shall be allowed a regimental quartermaster, to be taken from 
the subalterns of the line, who shall be allowed ten dollars 
additional pay per month, and forage for two horses. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be al- 
lowed and paid to every able-bodied man who shall be duly 
enlisted to serve in the army of the United States for the 





1) ! 
| cers, and for the volunteers of each regiment to elect the | 
officers of their regiments respectively ; the commissioned i 





| Grider, Grinnell 





| by Mr. Jacos Tompson, authorizing the Presi. 





Black, Blanchard, Bowdon, Milton Brown, Buftington Bu 
William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John? 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Con, 
stifle, Cottrell, Cranston, Crozier, Cuilom, Culver, Darragh, 
Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewit,’ 
Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, Grana’ 
Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton. Ha , 
’ pt Haralson 
Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holines, Johg 
W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbar 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt. Bunter, Jose 
R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. Kj 
Thomas B. King, Lawrence, Leib, Levin, Lewis, Ligon’ 
Long, Sener, McHenry, McIlvaine, MeKay, Marsh’ 
Miller, Moseley, Niven, Norris, Pendleton, Pillsbury, Pol. 
lock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John 4 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Saw er, Scammon, Schenck, Sea. 
man, Seddon, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith 
Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Syke.’ 
Thibodaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman’ 
Tibbagts, Tilden, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Vance, Vin. 
ton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop 
Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, and Young—121. , 


The House having refused to adjourn, the de- 
mand for the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered to be put, viz: 
** Will the House agree to the amendment offered 


dent to appoint a lieutenant general,” &c., and, 


being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as fol. 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Benton, Jas, 
Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, 
William G. Brown, Reuben Chapman Chase, Chipinan, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cunningham, De Mott, Douglass, Dun- 
lap, Eliswo , Erdman, Faran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gor- 
don, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, 
Hough, George 8. Houston, Hungerford, Charles J. [ngersoil, 
James H. Johnson, Juseph Johnson, Geo:ge W. Jones, Sea- 


term of five yeaks, or during the war, a bounty of twelve 
dollars: but the payment of six dollars of the said bounty 
shall be defgrred until the recruit shall have joined the regi- 
ment for duty in which he is to serve. | 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the sub- 


voiuntecers.”’ 

This amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TIBBATTS said, as the army was to be 
increased, the Government must have the money 





born Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Preston King, Leake, Leib, 
\| La Sere, Lumpkin, McClean, McClernand, McCrate, Me. 

Daniel, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, J, 
P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Payne, 
| Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Roberts, Rus- 
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to pay it; he would therefore move the following 
az an additional section: 


“ That from and after the passage of this act, aud until the 
conclusion of the war with Mexico, there shall be levied, 
eollected, and paid, on all goods, wares, and merchandise 
subject to ee of duties by the act entitled ‘An act 
reducing the duty on imports and for other purposes,’ ap 
proved July 30, 1846, a duty of five per centum ad valorem, 
in addition to the duties imposed by said act.”’ 


The CHAIR decided 
order. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 


the amendment out of 


And the question being put, viz: Does the opin- 
1on of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- | 


mittee; it was decided in the affirmative; and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offe-ed the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“Src. 1. And be it further enacted, That the Presjlent 
shall be authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint a lieutenant general, who shall take 
command of our armies, and whose term of service shall 
continue during the war with the republie of Mexico.” 

The question being put, the tellers reported, for 
ihe amendment 84, against it 67. So this amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. RATHBUN then moved the following as 


a substitute for the bill: 


A BILL to raise fora limited time an additional force, and | 


for other purposes. 


| thorized, by and with the a 


stitute in the Ist section by inserting between the 
words *‘ and nine regiments of infantry,’’ and the 


commissioned officers,’’ the words ‘* in companies, 
battalions, or regiments, as they may be tendered, | 
each regiment to be composed,” &c. 
Mr. RATHBUN accepted Mr. McCiernanp’s | 
amendment. 
Mr, GROVER moved to amend the substitute | 
by adding the following as an additional section : 
‘And be it further enacted, That the President shall be au- 
dvice and consent of the Senate, | 
to appoint a lieutenant general, who shall take command | 
of our armies, and whose term of service shall continue | 
during the war with the republic of Mexico.” 
The question was taken, and the tellers reported | 
for the amendment 66, against it 95. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Rarusun’s | 


| sell, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. Sims, Robert Smith, 


|| Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tredway, Wheaton, Wick, and 
words **to be composed of the same number of || Williams—90. 


|| trell, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, 





substitute, and the tellers reported, for it 96, against | 
it 88. 

So the substitute was agreed to. 

The committee rose and the Chairman reported 
the bill as amended. 

Mr. J. THOMPSON obtained the floor and in- 

' quired of the Chair if the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union reported the original bill | 
to the House as reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, or the bill with amendments ? 

The CHAIR stated that the Committee of the 


| Whole reported the original bill with one amend- | 


Stanton, Starkweather, St, John, Strong, James Thompson, 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Bar- 
ringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, James A. Black, Blanchard, 
Brodhead, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, William WwW. 
Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, John G. 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Coeke, Collamer, Cot- 

Dargan, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Edsall, 





| John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 


Giles, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Haralson, 
Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, Hop- 
kins, John W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Jas. B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Thos. Butler King, Lawrence, Leffler, Levin, Lewis, 
Long, Maclay, McClelland, McGaughey, McHenry, Mcli- 
vaine, Marsh, Miller. oener Niven, Owen, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Ramse , Reid, ipley Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seaman, 
Seddon, Severance, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thibo- 
daux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, 
Toombs, Towns, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, 
Young, and Yost—120. 


So the amendment to the amendment of the 
Committee of the Whole was rejected. . 

Mr. BAYLY inquired of the Chair what ques- 
tion would be before the House if the amendment 
reported by the Committee of the Whole was re- 


jected. 


The SPEAKER stated if the House rejected 
the amendment reported by the Committee of the 


Src. 1. Be it enacted hy the ine and House of Repre- || ment. Whole, the re yg! recur on ~ ae P 
sentatives of the United States of America in Oongress assem- igi the Committee on Militar 
bled, That in addition to the volunteer foree authorized by \ Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to amend the ——* — y y 
the act approved May 13th, 1846, the President of the United || report of the Committee of the Whole by adding airs. ‘ h didient 
States is authorized to call forand accept the services of one || thereto an additional section as follows: The question was then taken on the emendmen 


; regiment of dragoons and nine regiments of infantry, each || 
i to be composed of the same number of commissio! offi- | : : 

cern, Rane-basaminiones officers, weseinnh, tal aainen, || be authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
&c., as are provided for a regiment of dragoons and infan- || Senate, to appoint a lieutenant general, who shall take 


- ele ae ALN <RS-7 


«Sec. . Andbe it further enacted, That the President shatt || (Mr. Ratasun’s) engine Se oe Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of t nion, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 
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try in the army of the United States respectively, and who |! command of our armies, and whose term of service shall 
shall receive the same pay, rations, and allowances, be sub- 


war. 

Src. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, composing 
the regiments hereby authorized to be accepted by the Presi- 


the war, or for a teri not exceeding five years; and it is 
further provided, that at the close of the war, or at the expi- 
ration of the said five years, if they desire it, they shall be 
returned to the several States and Territories in which they 


volunteered; at the expense of the United States, and there | 


he disbanded and discharged from the service. 


Sec. 3. Aad be it further enacted, That there shall be al- | 


towed and paid to every able-bodied man who shall volunteer 
into any of the regiments aforesaid to serve as hereinbefore 
provided, a bounty of twelve dollars; but the payment of 


the same shall be deferied until the regiment in which he | 


shall have volunteered shall have been accepted and muster- 
ed into service; and there shall be at the same time paid to 
each commissioned officer ten dollars, and to each non- 
commissioned officer, musician, and private, five, for ex- 
ponses incurred previous to being mustered into service. 
Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the volunteers in each company to elect their own offi- 


moved that the House do now adjourn. 


|| and nays, as follows, viz: 
dent, shali be required to volunteer or enlist for and during | M 


| son, Hastings, Hen 
| George 


| Clean, 


NAY 


| continue during the war with the republic of Mexico.” 
ject to the same regulations, and to the rules and articles of || 


Mr. T. moved the previous question; and also 


The question on adjournment was taken by yeas 


YEAS—Messrs. Bedinger, Benton, James Black, Bowlin, 


ig Beery ste Brodhead, William G. Brown, Cath- 
| cart 

| lin, Cummins, Cunni 
| lingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 


uben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Col- 
ham iel, Dargan 
Duntap, Edsall, Elisworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, rane ve aa — } sag owing 9 
ey » Hopkins, » seorge BS. 

Houston, Hungerford, wm J. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, 
. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Pres- 

ton King, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mc- 
eClernand, McCrate, McDaniel, Joseph J. Me- 
Dowell, James McDowell, John P. Martin, y Martin, 
Morris, Morse, Moutton, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, 
Perry, Phelps, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, eee , Saw- 
telle, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Stark- 


_ weather, Strong, James Thom Jacob Thompson 
Toombs Wick, Williams, and Yost-—87. : 


Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, James A. 


YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Bar- | 


ringer, Bell, Benton, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Pe 
William W. Campbell, J. H. Campbell, Carroll, J. G. C 
man, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Cutver, Cum- 
mins, Darragh, Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, 
John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Gentry, 
CE a reece gS Homes Jona 
Ham arper, Hillia oge, E. B. Holmes, ‘ 
son, anne 'D. Hubbard Cakes, Was 


jones BH ~ ph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, An soho 
- hun ose 
som, Dantel P King, Preston King, Thomas Butler King, 
Leib, Levin, Lewis, Long, McClernand, ny, Me- 
Henry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Mosetey, N » Pendte 
ton, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Julius 
Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk Sawyer, fenck, 
Sonat Save Smith, Ste Sulspaher ele, 
ak : , Toombs, Trumbo, 


th 
Benjamin ‘Thompson > 
Vance, Vinton, Wentworth White, Wilmot, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Young, and Yost— 
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oe as, wdce Bowiin, 
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